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TO: Chair and Members of Budget Committee
Meeting Date: December 13, 2010
FROM: Paul A. Mitcham, P. Eng., MBA
Commissioner of Community Services
SUBJECT: By-law Fees Review and consolidation of Fees and Charges

By-Laws related to Fire & Emergency Services

RECOMMENDATION: 1. That a by-law be enacted to establish fees and charges for
Mississauga Fire & Emergency Services in accordance with
the report to Budget Committee from the Commissioner of
Community Services dated November 25, 2010 and that the
said by-law be effective as of January 1, 2011.

2. Th_at Fire Inspections & Permits Fees and Charges By-Law
0485-05 and Fire & Emergency Services Fees and Charges
By-Law 0541-04, as amended, be repealed.

BACKGROUND: Mississauga Fire & Emergency Services (MFES) has identified certain
services where fees will be charged for the purposes of cost recovery,
MFES responds to calls for assistance from other agencies which
include incidents at properties used to manufacture, cultivate, trade or
distribute a controlled substance. Similarly, fees for attendance at
motor vehicle collisions are expected to cover the cost of trucks being
deployed and for materials used at the scene. Over the last few years
the number of these types of incidents has increased.
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COMMENTS:

The current fees structure stipulates that MFES will charge $350.00
per truck per hour, This fee is based on the Ministry of Transportation
(MTO) fee schedule. As of October 1, 2010, the MTO has increased
their fees to $410.00.

Internally, wage and benefit improvements have been negotiated
through the collective bargaining process and externally the cost of
fuel and equipment maintenance has increased. The schedule of fees
and charges has not been adjusted to reflect these changes therefore
the actual cost of service delivery is not accurately reflected. The
recommended changes to the fees and charges schedule will allow for
the estimated actual cost of these services to be recovered.

On January 1, 2010 the Propane Storage and Handling Regulations
were amended as a result of the Sunrise Propane facility explosion in
Toronto. The implications of this amendment require Fire Services to
review and approve fire safety components of the mandatory Risk and
Emergency Response Plans for all new and existing TSSA licensed
Propane facilities across the city. For MFES this includes the review
and approval of approximately 41 Mississauga sites.

Fees for assisting other agencies particularly at properties used to
manufacture, cultivate, trade or distribute a controlled substance 18
intended to recover the cost attributed to the commitment of
substantial staffing and material demands. These costs include, but are
not limited to, vehicles, labour, equipment, materials and
administration. The fee also reflects the seriousness of these incidents.

Cwrrently MFES fees and charges are found in three separate by-laws:
(i) the fees and charges related to reports and file searches as well as
Marijuana Grow--op inspections are located in the General Fees and
Charges By-Law; (ii) the fees and charges related to fire inspections
and permits are located in the Fire Inspection & Permits Fees and
Charges By-Law 485-05; and (iii) all other charges related to billable
incidents are located in the Fire & Emergency Services Fees and
Charges By-Law 0541-2004. Historically, this separation was a result
of differing regulatory standards and therefore a division was required
to fulfill those requirements. However, those requirements are no
longer obligatory and therefore have now been consolidated to allow
for simplified public access, and make the internal process for
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FINANCIAL IMPACT:

CONCLUSION:

ATTACHMENTS:

updating and revisions less onerous.

Based on projected call volumes, it is anticipated, that MFES will be
able to recover an additional $92k for motor vehicle collisions, an
additional $98k for false alarms and an additional $40k for inspections
and permits. These increases will assist MFES in addressing declining
revenue and will close the gap between projected revenue and current
budget expectations.

The recommended changes to the existing fees and charges by-law
and schedules provide for a fair and accurate cost recovery based on
an assessment of actual service delivery costs. It will also provide a
clearer understanding of the application of fees and provide MFES the
ability to recover costs for providing services to other agencies that are
not currently stipulated in Schedule A of by-law 0541-2004.

Appendix 1 Fees and Charges Revisions Template

Paul A. Mitcham, P. Eng., MBA
Commissioner of Community Services

Prepared By: Maggie Santos, Accounts Receivable Coordinator
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