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DATE: July 12, 2005
TO: Chair and Members of Planning and Development Committee
Meeting Date: August 2, 2005
FROM: Edward R. Sajecki,
Commissioner of Planning and Building
SUBJECT: Draft Town of Halton Hills Official Plan (May 2005)
RECOMMENDATION: That a copy of the report titled “Draft Town of Halton Hills
Official Plan (May 2005)” dated July 12, 2005 from the
Commissioner of Planning and Building be forwarded by the City
Clerk to the Town of Halton Hills.
BACKGROUND: This report is part of the ongoing program to update City Council

on significant planning initiatives in adjacent municipalities.

On March 21, 2005 the Town of Halton Hills Council considered a
staff report regarding submissions received on the Official Plan
Program and, among other matters, authorized revisions to the
Draft Official Plan for the purposes of proceeding to a public
meeting.

On June 28, 2005 Town of Halton Hills Council held the statutory
public meeting to consider a revised Draft Official Plan, dated May
2005. The Draft Official Plan (May, 2005) was revised in response
to submissions received, and to integrate the Greenbelt Plan and
the new Provincial Policy Statement.
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PRESENT STATUS:

COMMENTS:

This matter was last considered by City of Mississauga Council on
July 7, 2004, when it considered the attached (Appendix 1) report
titled “Draft Town of Halton Hills Official Plan Review” and
adopted the following:

“That the report titled "Draft Town of Halton Hills Official Plan
Review" dated June 8, 2004 from the Commissioner of Planning
and Building be received for information”.

On June 28, 2005 the Town of Halton Hills Council held the
statutory public meeting to consider a revised Draft Official Plan
(May 2005).

1. Draft Official Plan Overview

The Draft Town of Halton Hills Official Plan, (May 2005) revises
the April 2004 version in response to comments received and to
implement the Greenbelt Plan and the new Provincial Policy
Statement.

It establishes a vision for the future land use structure of the Town
(Appendix 2), and is intended to manage change until the year
2021 by:

» providing the basis for managed growth and a population target
of 70,000 residents and employment target of 29,400 jobs in
2021;

* recognizing the need for enhanced community services and
infrastructure;

 establishing an ‘Environment-First’ philosophy that protects
natural areas and ensures environmental impacts are considered
in all land use and public works decisions;

* protecting the character, role and function of agricultural and
rural areas;

* encouraging economic development in the 401/407
Employment Corridor and in key areas in Georgetown and
Acton;
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» strengthening policies regarding a mix and range of housing
and heritage conservation; and

» outlining a vision for expanded Acton and Georgetown
Downtowns.

The Draft Official Plan (May, 2005) is generally the same as the
April 2004 Draft Plan previously considered by Mississauga City
Council with respect to:

» astructure consisting of three (3) urban areas and a large rural
landscape comprised of farmlands, natural heritage areas and a
number of rural settlement areas of varying size;

* a2021 planning horizon with a population of approximately
70,000 residents and 29, 400 jobs;

* no change in urban boundaries such that most new growth is
directed to urban areas; and

» the development of a new Highway 401-407 Employment
Area, located on the north side of Highway 401, between
Winston Churchill Boulevard and James Snow Parkway for a
range of prestige industrial, office, retail commercial and
institutional uses on full municipal services.

The main difference between the two draft plans is that a large
portion of Halton Hills is identified in the Draft Official Plan
(May, 2005) as “Greenbelt Plan Area”, consisting of “Protected
Countryside” and “Niagara Escarpment Plan Area” in accordance
with the Greenbelt Plan. In the April, 2004 Draft Official Plan,
these lands were designated for a variety of rural uses, residential,
greenlands, and mineral resource extraction.

2. Impacts on Mississauga

The retention of the Town of Halton Hills urban boundary and the
continuation of a 2021 planning horizon for the Official Plan
Review results in no significant impacts on Mississauga. The only
lands adjacent to Mississauga (on the north side of Highway
401,west of Winston Churchill Boulevard) are designated “Prestige
Industrial”, which is consistent with the “Business Employment”
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CONCLUSION:

ATTACHMENTS:

designation of lands on the south side of Highway 401 in
Mississauga Plan.

Transportation and Works Department commented that the North-
South Transportation Corridor Study Area, identified in relation to
development in North West Brampton, has not been identified in
the Draft Official Plan (May 2005).

The Minister of Transportation has advised the Town of Halton
Hills that the Ministry proposes to initiate an Area Transportation
Study to examine potential transportation improvements in an area
from Highway 400 westerly to the Niagara Escarpment, south of
the Oak Ridges Moraine. A major component of this study will
examine the proposed Brampton North-South Transportation
Corridor and potential linkages to the GTA-West Transportation
Corridor.

In view of the above, Transportation and Works Department staff
have previously requested the Ministry of Transportation to be
invited to participate on the Technical Advisory Committee for this
study.

The Draft Official Plan for the Town of Halton Hills (May, 2005)
has been revised to be consistent with the Greenbelt Plan and the
new Provincial Policy Statement. The City of Mississauga has no
comment on the Draft Official Plan for the Town of Halton Hills
(May 2005).

Appendix 1 - "Draft Town of Halton Hills Official Plan Review"
dated June 8, 2004 from the Commissioner of
Planning and Building.
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Appendix 2 - “Draft Town of Halton Hills Official Plan (May
2005) — Public Meeting Report” dated June 17,
2005 from the Town of Halton Hills Manager of
Planning Policy.

Original Signed By:

Edward R. Sajecki
Commissioner of Planning and Building

K:APLAN\POLICY\GROUP\2005 Adjacent Municipalities\Halton Hills\rm halton draft op .doc
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DATE: June 8, 2004

TO: Chairman and Members of the Planning and Development
Committee

FROM: Edward R. Sajecki, Commissioner of Planning and Building

SUBJECT: Draft Town of Halton Hills Official Plan Review
MEETING DATE: June 28, 2004

ORIGIN: Planning and Building Department

COMMENTS: This report is part of the ongoing program to update City Council

on significant planning initiatives in adjacent municipalities.

On April 8, 2004 The Town of Halton Hills Council passed the
following:

THAT Report No. PD-2004-0017 dated April 8, 2004, regarding
the Draft Town of Halton Hills Official Plan dated April 2004 be
received,

AND FURTHER THAT Council authorize the release of the
Draft Halton Hills Official Plan dated April 2004 for formal
public and agency comments;

AND FURTHER THAT the public consultation program
identified in this report be approved;

AND FURTHER THAT the draft Halton Hills Official Plan
dated April 2004 be posted on the Town's website;
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AND FURTHER THAT a copy of Report No. PD-2004-0017 be
forwarded to the Region of Halton, and members of the public
and agencies requesting notification on the Town's Official Plan
Review.

Review Process

The draft Official Plan is the result of a series of studies,
discussion papers, several meetings with the Official Plan
Steering and Technical Committees, workshops and open houses
that have taken place since 2001.

The Town of Halton Hills (see Exhibit 1) will be holding three
public open houses prior to the end of June on the draft
document and request that all comments be received by July 30,
2004. This will allow staff to make the appropriate changes in
time to hold the statutory public meeting in October, 2004.

Draft Official Plan

The Town of Halton Hills is made up of three (3) urban areas
and a large rural landscape comprised of farmlands, natural
heritage areas and a number of rural settlement areas of varying
size. The Official Plan directs the majority of new residential
and employment growth to the urban areas, where lands are
available for development on full municipal services.

The Official Plan ensures that Halton Hills is consistent with the
Best Planning Estimates prepared by Halton Region, indicating
enough urban land to 2021 to accommodate expected
employment and residential growth.

These Best Planning Estimates indicate that the Town of Halton
Hills will have a population of 70,000 people in 2021, which is
an increase of approximately 20,000 from 2001. In addition to
residential growth, employment growth is also expected, with the
number of jobs in the Town expected to increase to 29,410 in
2021.
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CONCLUSION:

RECOMMENDATION:

The Official Plan encourages the development of a new 401-407
Employment Corridor for a range of industrial, office,
commercial and institutional uses on full municipal services.
The corridor is defined by the three main tributaries of the
Sixteen Mile Creek watershed system.

Halton Hills has projected future housing requirements between
7,500 and 7,900 new units between 2001 and 2021, based on a
housing mix of 65-70% low density (single and semi-detached),
15-20% medium density (row housing) and 15-20% high density
(apartments). These projections are based on the assumption that
all potential infill housing will be realized, there is adequate
servicing and household factor size will remain relatively the
same.

Impacts on Mississauga

The Town of Halton Hills urban boundary being fixed and the
continuation of a 2021 planning horizon for the Official Plan
Review results in no significant impacts on Mississauga. Halton
Region has determined that it has adequate supply of land for
residential and employment uses until 2021.

The Draft Town of Halton Hills Official Plan was released to
facilitate public input into the new Official Plan. As the Review
moves forward, staff will monitor the proposed policies and
report to City Council.

That the report titled "Draft Town of Halton Hills Official Plan
Review" dated June 8, 2004 from the Commissioner of Planning
and Building be received for information.

Original Signed By:
Edward R. Sajecki
Commissioner of Planning and Building

K:A\PLAN\POLICY\GROUP\ Reports\2004\J - June 28\DCHaltonHillsOPReview.wpd
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REPORT
REPORT TO: Mayor R. Bonnette & Members of Council
REPORT FROM: John Linhardt, Manager of Planning Policy
DATE: June 17, 2005
REPORT NO.: PD-2005-0045
RE: Draft Town of Halton Hills Official Plan (May 2005) — Public

Meeting Report

RECOMMENDATION:

THAT Report No. PD-2005-0045 dated June 17, 2005 regarding the Draft Town
of Halton Hills Official Plan dated May EGﬁS be recei vezi

AND FURTHER THAT all agency and public comments be referred to staff for a

further report to be considered by Council during September 2005 regarding the

.

final disposition of the Official Plan;
AND FURTHER THAT a copy of Report No. PD-2005-0045 be forwarded to the
' nd agencie i

Region of Halton, and members of the public and
notification on the Town’s Official Plan review.

BACKGROUND:

Context

Through report PD-2004-0017, staff summarized the process followed up to that
time i in pr@gar ng a new Official Plan for the Town @? Ha“@ﬂ Hills Df&*’}?‘ssf‘zg Area.
Thi s cluded the holding of Workshops, meetir ﬁg\ with the Official Plan Steering
T chnical Commi teeb the pregdraf on of s é@s as’%d discussion papers

an

and onsideration of various staff reports by C@w cil. On April 17, 2004, with the
approval of PD-2004-0017, C*‘.Ls, il Ui horized the re cﬁ%@ of the Draft Official
Plan (April 2004) for formal public and agency comments. Notice was given in,

4 . .
i % o Page 1 of 14



the local newspapers as well as to individuals on the Official Plan Program
mailing list. Notice was also given to the public agencies, Heritage Halton Hills,
iEAC the Halton Hills Chamber of Commerce and the Acton and be@rgeiawn
Business Improvement Areas with a request for comments by July 30, 2004 |
addition to the foregoing, the following three publications were prepared:

s Official Plan Newsletter #3

This colour brochure was the Eh%ré in a series of newsletters informing residents
f the progress on the Official Plan Program. The newsletter outlined the
ontents of the Draft Official Plan and encouraged participation in the Official
?ia,s Open Houses. It was made available at the Civic Centre, both branches of
the Halton Hills Public Library and on the Town website.

e Official Plan Information Bulletin

an adaptation of the newsletter, was inserted into all
04. "Pns was the most cost-effective way to provide
n Program to the most residents and businesses in

This publication, which was

tax bills sent out in J“ 20

information on the Official Pla
the Town.

s A New Official Plan for the Town of Halton Hills
This 12-page booklet was designed as a handout for the Open Houses. It
provided the highlights of the Draft New Official Plan under a number of different

topic areas.

Public Consultation

As part of the public consultation program, staff in conjunction with Meridian
Planning Consultants, conducted three Public Open Houses in the late spring of
2004 at the Acton Arena & Community Centre, St. Stephen’s Church and the
Halton Hills Civic Centre. In addition to the foregoing, staff received 36 written
submissions on the Draft Official Plan during 2004.

Submissions Matrix

The aforementioned s;ui"mgss ons were incorporated verbatim along with a staff
response/recommendation into a document entitled \Jb,n%;mg Matrix dated
February fS@::s save and exce @if he Region’s letter dated July 31, 2004. The
‘s submission was adé{esgeﬁ in the PD-2005-0011 dated February 23,
005 becaa;se of its format and in consideration of the Region’s role as the
pproval authority for the new Official Plan.

)
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In addition, the Draft Official Plan has been updated to reflect the 2005 Provin cial
Policy Statement, primarily in the areas of housing, ewgisymeni, cultural
heritage resowcas and definitions and, to the extent possible, the Greenbelt
5}‘35‘2 As noted in PD-2005-0011, staff was of the Cf»?ﬁﬂ%ﬂ“ that w:b draft Official

Plan (April EJ@fi; was in keeping wéh the overall intent of both the PPS and the
Draft Greenbelt Plan. However with respect to the latter, it was noted that there
might be policy areas, specifically agriculture, mineral aggregate resources and

natural heritage that require clarification and/or refinements 1o %rh% ve

conformity. Through PD-2005-0015, which g}m‘v ided an overview of Bill 135, the
Greenbelt Act, 2005 and the Greenbelt a"ﬁ dated February 28, 2{)53 on a
preliminary basis, staff advised that the Town's Official Plan would have to
contain:

e a map(s) showing the boundaries of the Greenbelt Area, the Protected
Countryside and the Natural Heritage System;

« a map showing the boundaries of key natural heritage and key hydrologic
features and any minimum vegetation protection zone

With respect to the above referenced items, staff noted that outside of the NEP
Area and Settlement Areas, the Dra ?t Of* ial Plan curre ntly designates natural
heritage features as either Greenl ap s A or Greenlands B consistent with the

Regional Official Plan. Appendix 1A §s shows the spatial distribution of natural

areas throughout the entire Town. Subject to the Province providing the
ssary mapping, staff noted that the geographic extent of the Greenlands

es;gmuws might have to be expanded within the Protected Countrysi side.

O.Zl

From a text perspective, staff advised that the major revisions would relate to the
mineral aggregaie extraction policies. In this regard, the Greenbelt Plan contains
detailed direction regarding the relationship between mineral aggregate
resources and key natural heritage features and key hydrologic features as well
as rehabilitation requirements. The Greenbelt Plan does not permit municipal
official plans to be more E’ésms:;zﬁve in this policy area.

As previously noted, the Town retained Meridian Planning Consultants to update
the Rural Area S udy in the thext of the Greenbelt | s n. A copy of Meridian’s
report respect ;“g; this matter is attached to this submissi f
is intended to be read in conjunction with this report.
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A summary of the Draft Town of Halton Hills Officia
in the ensuing section.



DRAFT TOWN OF HALTON HILLS OFFICIAL PLAN (May 2005)

-

The draft Town of Halton Hills Official Plan consists of t hree parts as described
helow:

Part One — Preamble

The Preamble, which provides background information ning to the Official
? lan vis a vis organizat ;am location and the basis for ﬁe text and schedules that
follow, does not form an operative part of the dsaumem.

Part Two — Town of Halton Hills Official Plan

The Official Plan contains ar" Introduction that provides the planning context for
the document, as well as setting out the Plan Structure, foll owed by eight parts,

each of which is described ei@v :

> Part A (Vision, Goals and Strategic Objectives and Land Use Concept)
Part A contains the Vision of the Town. This Vision is closely tied to the
Community Strategic Plan and is based on an understanding of past and future
trends and the wi ;hes of the Town's residents. The Goals and Strategi {:
Objectives that form the basis of the Plan flow from the Vision and deal with the
following matters:

¢ Natural Heritage

e Growth and Settlement

e Urban Character

e Rural Character

e Agriculture

¢ Cultural Heritage

¢ Economic Development

e Infrastructure

e Housin

¢ Minera Agg{@ggie Resources

ablish a framework for the

These Goals and Strategic Objectives also est
remaining policies in the Plan. This section of the Plan also describes h@w itisto
%

be implemented through a series of land us designations. The land use
designations in the Plan are divided into three broad categories. The
Environmental and Open Sgace Area applies ?{@ lands throughout the Town that
are ﬁﬁﬂ‘iﬁﬁe ed to be significant from a natural heritage and/or open space
perspective. The Urban Area applies to the three urban areas in the Town —
oeadv own, Acton and the 401-407 Employment Area. The Agricuitural/Rura

kK
U
[§]
(@]
]
(@21
@]
et}
o

1
v/
r



Area applies to lands located outside of the Urban Area excluding the
Environmental and Open Space Area.

» Part B (Environmental and Open Space Land Use Policies)

Part B cgrtaim detailed policies that apply to the natural heritage features and
and private open space lands within the Town, includin ng lands within the
ra Escarpment Plan and those lands within the Town’s Greenlands system.
The specific land use designations incorporated under this sec tion of the Plan

are Greenlands A, Greenlands B, Major Parks and Qﬁe Space Area, Private
Open Space Area, Escarpment Natural Area, Escarpment Protection Area and
Escarpment Rural Area. The Niagara Escarpment Plan designations are
primarily shown on Schedule A2 to this Plan. The other designations are shown
on the various Schedules as appropriate.

> Part C (Environmental Management Policies)

Part C contains the policies dealing with watercourses, natural hazards,
watershed planning and surface and groundwater resources throughout the
Town. In addition, policies that specify the requirements for stormwater
management reports, environmental impact studies, tree preservation, the
development of contaminated sites, land use co pai ibility, noise and vibration
reports and energy conservation are contained in this section.

E"k“’ &

» Part D (Urban Land Use Policies)

E
ot
=
-
g
8
sl
‘12
o
D
[
pu—
=
85
puarn
o
T
©
e
o
ot
-
]
-
"
()
o

Part D contains EE! ] o fi rban ¢
Georgetown, Acton and &w 46? 437 Em loyment Corridor. Three main urban
categories have been developed as follows:

Living Areas

This designation applies to developed and undeveloped lands on municipa
water and wastewater services in Georgetown and Acton. The Living Area
designation is divided into Low, 51?6525 m and High Density Residential Areas

as shown on Schedules A3 and A6. These designations are intended to
provide opportunities for residen s§§3§ development at densities that ensure that

e
a full range of housing types is provided.

Community Area

e

in Acton and Georgetown and includes the following

(@]

The Sammamiy rea designation applies to lands that serve primarily as
community focal points i

designations:
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o Downtown Area (Schedules A3, A4, A6 and A7)
e Community Node (Schedule A3 and A5)

« Secondary Node (Schedule A3)
o Corridor Commercial Area (Schedule A3 and A6)
s Local Commercial Area

s Major Institutional Area (Schedule A3 and A5)

Employment Area

This designation recognizes the existing industrial areas in Acton and
Georgetown and the emerging 401/407 Employment Corridor Area. A
General Employment Area designation has been applied to the Acton and
Georgetown industrial areas (Schedules A3 and AB). The policy framework
previously created for the 407-407 Employment Corridor Area through Official
Plan Amendment No. 94 has been carried forward into the new Official Plan

(Schedule A8).

Special Study Area

Three Special Study Areas have also been incorporated into the draft Official
Plan as d%crr ed below

The South Acton Special Study Area, which relates 1o the former Canada
Packers Property located south of Agnes Street, east of Regional Road 25 in
the southern part of Acton (Schedule A6), requires a revi iew of which land
uses are appropriate and how they are to be sited ar@é serviced through the
preparation of a Co m;zs‘e%mw“ Development Plan (CDP) to the sati sfaction
of Council. The CDP will deal with issues such as:

« The protection and enhancement of any natural heritage features and
related ecological functions;

all uses and the manner in which they
with existing development;

s The urban design standards that are to apply; and,

« The remediation of any potential s"ée contamination in accordance with
f Environment guidelin
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« Major Institutional Area

With m:;g)ert to the Hamlet Area, a more detailed Land Use Schedule has been
prepared for Stewarttown (Schedule A8). In our view, this schedule éong wéi?‘*
ihﬁ detailed policies for the Hamlet Area designation contained in Section E3 of
the Plan provides a sound basis for the rege § af the existing Siewamawsﬁ
Secondary Plan (O.P.A. No. 1). Detailed policies f r the ir*a miets of Norval and
Glen Williams are found in the Secondary F‘;aﬁg that have been recently
prepared for those two communities. Given that expansions of these Hamlets
nto the Protected Countryside Area designation is precluded by the Greenbeit
Plan, wording to that effect has been incorporated into the Draft Halton Hills

Official Plan.

e @eta:% d Schedules have been also prepared for the various communities
have been designated as Rural Cluster Area (Schedules A10-A18).

> Part F (General Development Policies)

Part F contains policies that, where appropriate, must be considered as part of
the land use planning p cess. This includes subdivision of land, urban design,
cultural heritage resources, transportation, parkland, community facilities,
servicing, public uses and development phasing. These policies apply to the
whole of the Town. With respect to Transportation, two schedules have been

prepared. Schedule B1 outlines the | Planned Function of Major Transportation
Facilities and Schedule B2 outlines the Planned Right-of-Way Widths for the
various roads in the Town.

» Part G (Plan Implementation and Administration)

Part G uesbs b es h wt he V sion, Goals, Objectives ané Policies of the Official
Plan will be implemented. lf sets out policies pertaining to

s the consideration of Official Plan Amendments;

e the Official Plan Review process (i.e. five year review);

s Growth Man f}e{mm

« Public Particip

e the preparation a’? S} ondary Plans and Block Plans;

e the preparation of Zoning By-laws;

s criteria for the use of Temporary Use By-laws, Holding provisions, Height
and Density s@msmy and Interim Control By-laws;

s Legal non-conforming uses;

s the preparation of Community Improvement Plans pursuant to the
Planning Act;

=
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s Capital Works;

« Ma merzdﬂfe aﬁé C cu @ancy By-laws (Property Standards);
or ntial Care Facilities; and,

. @evg%sgmeﬂé Rev%ew m‘{ofmat ion Requirements.

S Part H (Secondary Plans)

Part H contains more detailed planning policies for specific geographic areas in

the Town and is intended to include the Secondary Plans for the Hamlets of
Norval (OPA No. 104) and Glen Williams (OPA No. 113), both of which will be

consolidated into the document prior to Council adoption. It is proposed that the
Norval and Glen Williams Secondary Plans be renumbered as Amendment Nos.
1 and 2 respectively to the Halton Hills Official Plan upon approv val of the said
Plan by the Region. The w:@rperaf';ar* of these two Secondary Plans is

H

considered appropriate, as they are the end products of recent comprehensive
planning exercises and provide a degree of surety to local residents regardin

the preservation of hamlet character. Any Secondary Plans undertaken by the
Town in the future would also be consolidated in this Section of the Plan.

(“

¢

L

> Schedules

The following schedules, which are to be read in conjunction with the text of the
Plan, also constitute an operative part of this document:

A1- Land Use Plan
A2 — Greenbelt Plan
A3 - Georgetown Urban Area Land Use Pla
> A4 — Georgetown Downtown Area Land Jaé Plan
A5 — Community Node Land Use Plan
A8 - Acton Urban Area Land Use Plan
le A7 — Acton Downtown Area Land Use Plan
b(‘hﬂﬁgﬁe A8 - 401/407 Employment Area Land Use Plan
Schedule A9 — Stewarttown Land Use Plan
Schedule A10 — Ashgrove Land Use Plan
Schedule A11 — Ballinafad Land Use Plan
Schedule A12 — Bannockburn Land Use Plan
edule A13 — Crewsons Cormers Land Use Plan
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Schedule A14 - Henderson’s Corners Land Use Plan
Schedule A15 — Hf*sm*ﬂy Las’v“i Use Plan

Schedule A16 — Limehouse Land Use Plan
Schedule A17 — Silvercreek Land Use Plan
Schedule A18 — Terra Cotta Land Use Plan
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Schedule B1 — Functional Classification of Major Transportation Facilitie

Schedule B2 ~ Planned Right-of-Way Widths

Part Ill = The Appendix

The Appendix does not constitute an operative Qaﬁ of the Official Plan. it does,
how vever, o ontain adi onal information to assist in implementi mg specific Official

Plan policies and includes the following maps:

Appendix 1A — Environment — Natural Areas which shows the location of
wetlands, Environmentally Qenséé%vé Areas as identified by the Region of Halton,
Areas of Natural and Scientific Interest and woodlands, 0.5 ha or larger. All of
these features have been me"@fg}craieﬂ within the Greenlands system identified
on the various Land Use Schedules save and except for woodl ands. Woodlands
generally require further study through Watershed, Subwatershed Studies and
Environmental Impact Qum@s to determine whether they meet the criteria for
Significant Woodlands as set out in the policies of Regional Official Plan
Amendment No. 25 and S@Ct@n B1.3.5 of this Official Plan. It should be noted
that within the Greenbelt Plan, significant woodlands are considered to be a Key
Natural Heritage Feature, and are to be identifi ed in accordance with criteria
provided by the Province.

Appendix 1B — Environment & Water Resources delineates Wellhead Protection
Zones as per the requirements of Regional Official Plan Amendment No. 25.
Land uses that have the potential to release or discharge contaminants to affect
groundwater quality are {0 be prohibited or restn C%ﬁwd in the Town's
Comprehensive Zoning By-law within these areas in order to protect groundwater
quality in accordance with Section C6.1 of this Plan.

Appendix 1B also identifies the location of watercourses and drainage features in
the Town 85’“’5 is to be read in conjunction with the watercourse policies
contained in Section C3 of this Plan

Appendix 2 delineates High Potential Minera Aggﬁegaia Resource Areas in the
Town and is to be read in conjunction with the Section E6.4.5 of this Plan.

Appendix 3 shows the location of Waste Disposal sites in the Town and is to be
read conjunction with Section {3’32 f this ?ia.

Relationship Between the Draft Official Plan and Site Specific Development
Applications

The Town’s intent is to replace the current Official Plan with an updated
document that implements Provincial and Regional Plans and policies including
the Niagara Escarpment Plan, the Greenbelt Plan, the Provincial Policy



-

tatement and the Region of Halton Official Plan n through more detailed policies
that appropriately reflect the Town's character, role and location within the
Reaion of Halton and the Greater Toronto Area. Major focus areas ;ar the Town
Eﬂ{;% ded the environment (Silver Creek Subwatershed Study), the review of the
Town’s rural area (Rural Study), urban design policies and guidelines Jmm
Design Study) ar nd revamping the Town’s commercial policies {Vm‘ﬁme?f

o

Based on the foregoing, staff continues to be of the opin nion “iﬁeﬁi the new Official
Plan is not the preferred vehicle to addresa site-specific development
apﬁ lications. E‘\ﬁgn t site-specific applications filed with the Town are the subject of

etailed studies and require dedicated agency and public consultation to assist in
deie mining the merits of the proposal. In ge%rai terms, we also do not
anticipate recommending land use changes, save and except for those
discussed in the various background studies and reports, that are i intended to

facilitate specific development proposals without the benefit of an appropriate
application and relevant supporting doc umentation

Next Steps

The Town has spent a considerable amount of time consulting with the agencies
and the public on the development of a new Official Plan over the course of the
last few years. ?h is included Q?F@hiﬁy um*é idering and wspmd ng to the various
agency and public submissions prio o preparing the most recent draft Official
Plan Jx ay 2005) and g}mceee’i ng wﬁh this statutory public meeting. The Draft
Official Plan (May 2005) has been available since June 8, 2005. Given the
fore g@é g, it is recommended that the deadline for comments on the Draft Official
Plan be Friday, July 29, 2005. This will enable staff to apprise Council in
September 2005 of the key issues ral ised in various submissions and make
recommendations regarding the disposition of the Official Plan.

RELATIONSHIP TO STRATEGIC PLAN:

The Strategic Plan sets out a broad vision for the community contained in six
strategic directions. "ﬁ e rela @mhfp between tﬁe Strategic Plan and the Official
lan Program has been documented in arious staff reports previously
considered by Council during 2002-2005. T*se Community Vision wihn the
Stra eg;b Plan has been directly ;ncarasrateu m:} the draft Official Plan. The

e

Nfficial Plan also relates extensively to the following Strategic Directions:

”"}

e Preserve and Enhance our Natural Env*mbmmi & Cultural Heritage;
rﬂvsde services to Support our Quality of Lif
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1.0

INTRODUCTION

Meridian Planning Consultants (Meridian) was retaine d by the Town of Halton Hills to
make recommendations on a rural policy framework for the new Town Official Plan in
early 2002. As the current Official Plan dates back to ’;*»85, many of the existing
policies are dated and require revision. In May 2002, Meridian prepared a discussion
paper on rural policy issues in the Tow f alton Hills. The discussion paper
reviewed all of the applicable policies at fsim rovincial and Regional tevels and made
a number o rac@mme"@dxzsms respecting policy approaches in the new Official Plan.

ZIi

(@]

’}

s

The four main policy areas that were reviewed sp ecifically in the context of the
discussion paper were:

the delineation of prime agricultural areas and the rural areas and the uses to be

B
permitted in each;

e the role and function of the rural areg;

e the boundaries of the 14 rural clusters in the Town; and,

® the role and function of the Hornby rural settlement cluster

Following the release of the discussion paper, two open house/presentations were
held in June 2002. Residents attending these meetings were given until the end of
July 2002 to formalize their comments. Agencies were also f@mﬁea with this
deadline. Following the receipt of a number of comments, a report entitled "Review
of Public/Agency Comments - Halton Hills Rural Study” was prepareé by Meridian in
late August 2007

Since that time, Meridian has been assisting the Town with the drafting of policies that
would apply to the rural area. In addition, Meridian has been assisting with the
preparation of other Official Plan policies throughout the Town. Throughout this
process, Meridian and staff have been meeting with the Official Plan Steering and
Tacﬁmm{ Committees to discuss various policy issues and making revisions to the draft
Official Plan as required. The result was the preparation of a draft Official Plan dated

,ixgj‘z"z 2004.

Since the release of the draft Official Plan in April 2004, the Province of Ontario has:

1. released a new Provincial Policy Statement that significantly changes how
planning authorities are supposed to plan for the future;
2. amended the Planning Act to change how Provincial Policy Statements are

l
considered b\; planning authorities;

3. released a discussion paper identifying priority growth areas in the Greater Golden
Horseshoe
dum to Rural Area Study (June 2005) 3
r T Y T
of Halton Hills - o=



4. passed a Greenbelt Act that established the basis for a Greenbelt Plan

D

5. introduced the Places to Grow legislation, which will provide the bas rth
preparation of area and sub-area growth plans;

6. released a draft Growth Plan for the Greater Golden Horseshoe; and,

7. introduced draft source water protection legislation that will require Conservation
Authorities to prepare source protection plans that will need to be implemented

through Official Plans.
While all of the above initiatives will have an impact on the T@Wﬂ of Halton Hills
Official Plan, many of the initiatives related to Lheé preparation of Growth Plans and
Growth Strategies will be dealt with at the Provincial/Regional ley feEs first and then at

the local level.

However, there is one initiative that is proposed to be implemented in the new Halton
Hills Official Plan. With the release of the Greenbelt Plan, all planning authorities
now have to ensure that land use decisions and public works conform with the
Greenbelt Plan. Given that the Town is in the midst of preparing a new Official Plan,
it is our opinion that it would be appropriate to now incorporate provisions that
implement the Greenbelt Plan into the new Town of Halton Hills Official Plan. This
will ensure ;ﬁat all of the land use policies that have an effect on rural iafé ises in
the Town are incorporated in one planning document.

On the basis of the above, it is the intent of this report to discuss t %‘e eenbelt Plan
and review the changes made to the draft Halton Hills Official Plan to in }piemert both
the Greenbelt Act, 2005 and the Greenbelt Plan. Prior to ;repa;mg this report,
meetings were held with representatives of the Ministry of Municipal A fair%' and
Housing and the Region of Halton to discuss implementation issues.

2.0 SUMMARY OF THE GREENBELT ACT, 2005 AND GREENBELT PLAN

B 5, the Greenbelt Act, 2005, which provides the legislative basis for the
Greenbelt Plan received Royal Assent on February 24, 2005. Subsequently, on February
28, 2005, the Greenbelt Plan was enacted by an Order In Council by the Lieutenant
Governor in Council. As such, the Act and the Greenbelt Plan are in full force and

effect.

.
il 13

2.1 GREENBELT ACT, 2005

The area subject to the Greenbelt Act, 2005 includes the areas covered by the Oak
Moraine Conservation Plan (ORMCP) and the Niagara Escarpment Plan (NEP) and

DA

Highlights of the Greenbelt Act, 2005 are below:
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s Land use decisions and public works must conform to the Greenbelt P lan (Sect
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« In the event of conflicts between the Greenbelt Plan and the Provincial ?@%o. cy
Statement (PPS), Official Plans or Zoning By-laws, the Greenbelt Plan sh
{Section 8 {1}};

e The ORMCP and the NEP prevail in their area of application in y the event of a
conflict with the Greenbelt Plan (Section 8 (2}});

« Dfficial Plans rr‘usfi be updated to conform to the Greenbelt Plan a) no Eéter than
s

the five-year review set out in Section 26 (1) of The Pla ;;’};’ﬁg Act, if the Minister

does not direct zhe council to make the amendments on or before a spec fsmd date

or b) no later than the date specified by the Minister, if the Minister directs the
council to make the amendments on or before the specified dat (Section 9 (1)

«  Provisions in Official Plans with respect to certain specified matters {ags’%wéiure
and aggregate extraction) that are more restrictive or exceed the requirements of

the Greenbelt Plan do not conform to the Greenbelt Plan (Section 9 (2));

fﬂ
[»}
s
[
oy
"]

e In conjunction with the reviews of the NEP and the ORMCP, ten year review
Greenbelt Plan are required (Section 10);

.

« Only the Minister of Municipal Affairs may initiate amendments to fhfﬁ lands
designated Protected Countryside in the Greenbelt Plan (Section 11 (1));

L

H

or appoint a heanng officer to conduct a hearing on the proposed Amendment
(Section 12 (1)). In the case of the latter, the Minister shall consider the report of
the hearing officer, which contains recommendations regarding the proposed
Amendment, and submit it to the Lieutenant Governor in Council along with
recommendations that the Minister considers appropriate (Sections 13 (5)) and (13
(6});

e The final decision on an Amendment is vested with the Lieutenant Governor in
Council and is not subject to appeal (Section 14 (1) and 14 (2)); and,

« The Minister may recommend the appr@vaE of an Amendment, in whole or in part,

e Agmzmvms, matters or proceedings that comi 'nem:eé on or after December 16,
2004 related to areas designated as Protected Countryside must i’@”ﬁ@?ﬂ to the

5
Greenbelt Plan except as may be otherwise gresars%}ed {Section 24 (1)).

2.2 GREENBELT PLAN

The Greenbelt Plan is comprised of lands within the Oak Ridges Moraine Conservation
Plan (ORMCP), the %\haﬁafa Escarpment Plan (NEP), the Parkway Belt West Plan Area
and lands designated as Protected Countryside. Within the Protected Countryside are

the Agricultural System, Natural System and Settlement Areas.

2.2.1 Agricultural System

of two Specialty Crop Areas, nametly the Niagara

The Agricultural System is compris
t and tw ﬁuzzam Mars ?r P{é,; e Agricuttural

Peninsula Tender Fruit and Grape A 23
: esignatﬁ' d within mc mug al official p
naft H
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2.2.3

wildlife management; conservation and flood or erasion control projects,
infrastructure, aggregate, recreational, shoreline an nd existing uses as set out in
the general policies of the Greenbelt Plan;

e« Beyond *%;ﬁ’* Natural Heritage System within the Protected i Countryside, key
+

hydrologic features a d fined by and subject to the natural features policies
containe d in the Greenbelt Plan;
s« Beyond the Natural Heritage System within the Protected Countryside, key naturat
heritage features are subject to the policies of the PPS;

e A minimum vegetation protection zone of 30 metres shall be required from the
outside boundary of wetlands, seepage areas and springs, fish habitat, permanent
and intermittent streams, lakes and significant woodlands;

« New development within 120 metres of Key Natu iral Heritage Features within the
Natural Heritage System or a Key Hydrologic Feature anywhere within the
Protected Countryside requires a natural heritage evaluation and hydrological
evaluation which identifies a vegetation protection zone;

s Expansions to existing agricul ltural buildings and structures and farm and non-farm
dwellings along with accessory uses are permitted in key natural heritage features

cees

S
subject to criteria; and,

e New buildings and structures for agricultural uses will generally be required to

provide a 30 metre vegetation protection zone from a key natural heritage feature

=

or key hydrologic feature.

At the time of writing this report, the Province had not prov rided the Town with any
mapping showing the location of Key | Natural Heritage or Hydrologic Features.

Settlement Areas
Settlement Areas include Towns/Villages and Hamlets.

Towns/Villages, as identified in municipal Official Plans and within their approved
boundaries as they existed on the date the Greenbelt Plan came into effect, are
subject to the policies of municipal official plans. Modest growth is conte mplated fo
these communities, which include Acton, that is consistent wi ith the role of t%‘;eg&‘f
setttements as part of the Protected Countryside an nd the capacity to provide locally
based sewage and water services. At the ten year review stage, settiement area
expansions may be possible for Towns/V /illages provided that the proposed growt th:

e Is on municipal water and wastewater services;

o Would not exceed the assimilative and water production capacities of the local
environment as determined on a watershed or subwatershed basis;

~J



« Does not extend into the Specialty Crop Area; and

e Appropriately implements the requirements of any other provincial and municipal
policies, plans, strategies or F?gijéaﬁ"ﬁ‘i including the assessment of need and

ocational considerations.

With respect to the Community of Acton, the Greenbelt Plan would mean that any
future expansion beyond current approved boundaries ::sasié not occur until the ten
year review stage of the Plan and only on't the basis of locally based servicing.

Hamlets are substantially smaller settlement areas that are typically retiant on private
services. As such, they are not intended to be a focus for growth. Hamlets are
identified as dots on Schedule One to the Greenbelt Plan with more precise boundaries
being identified through municipal Official Plans. The Greenbelt Plan permits infill and
intensification within Hamlets along with the minor f@undmg out of Hamlet boundaries
at the time of the mu?«n@pai conformity exercise, ject to infrastructure policies
contained in the Plan and municipal Official Plan polici S

There are seven hamlets as identified in the Greenbelt Plan in the Town of Halton
Hills. These include Norval, Crewsons Corners, Bannockburn, Ballinafad, Limehouse

Silver Creek and Henderson’s Corners.

rval is considered to be a ‘hamlet’ according to the Region of Halton an Town of
ialton Hills Official Plans. No changes are proposed to the Norval boundary as part of
the Greenbelt conformity exercise, since a recently comple ted Secondary Plan
established the boundaries of the Hamlet.

The remaining six hamlets identified by the Greenbe It Ptan have been ?éoﬁi*ﬁﬁﬁ as
‘rural clusters’ by the Remfjn of Halton and Town of Halton Hilts” Official Plans. Three
of these rural clusters are also identified as ‘minor urban centres’ by the Niagara
Escarpment Plan. All six of these t@ﬂ’mumme; would continue to be subject to
Regional and Town Official Plan policies and the policies of the Niagara Escarpment
Plan as applicable. As each of these rural d&smf were studied as part of the Rural
tudy, no changes are proposed to the boundaries of these rural clusters as part of the
Greenbelt conformity exercise.

3.0 PROPOSED CHANGES TO DRAFT HALTON HILLS OFFICIAL PLAN
Below are the major changes to the draft Halton Hills Official Plan that are proposed
as a result of the passage of the Greenbelt Act, 2005, and the implementation of that
Act by the Greenbelt Plan
1. A number of references have been included in the Introductory Section of the
Official Plan to reflect the passage of the Greenbelt Act, 2005 and the necessity
for all planning decisions within the Greenbelt Plan Area to conform to the policies
of the Greenbelt Plan
3 ™ i - o ==
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Schedules to the Official Plan have been modified to clearly show the
boundaries of the Greenbelt Plan in the Town of Halton Hi lls Official Plan. Within
the Greenbelt Plan Area, the following designations are propos sed:

s

s Protected Countryside {new};
« Greenlands (new};

¢ Rural Cluster Area (existing)

f:m

¥

« Country Residential Area (existing); and,

e Mineral Aggregate Resources Area {existing}.

As the above list indicates, two new designations have been a added to the Officia
Plan. The Protected Countryside designation is new and replaces the Rzﬁaa

designation in the previous draft of the Official Plan. It also extends to lands south
and east of the Niagara Escarpment Plan Area, and which were designated
Agricultural Area in the Draft Official Plan dated April 2004.

The new single tier Greenlands designation is intended to apply to lands that were
previously identified in the draft Official Plan as Greenlands A and Greenlands B
within the Greenbelt Plan area. The other three designations (Rural Cluster Area,
Country Residential Area and Mineral Aggregate Resources Area) are designations
that were previously contained within the draft Official Plan. The extent of land to
which these three designations apply has not c%ungeé However, the policies @f

Wit

the Mineral Aggregate Resources Area de ssignation have been modified to reflec

the Greenbelt Plan

The range of the uses permitted in the Protected Countr y<§ de Area designation is
exactly the same as what was originally proposed in the Rural Area designation in
the previous draft of the Official Plan.

The only change applies to lands within the Greenbelt Plan that are located south
and east of the lands within the Niagara Escarpment Planning Area. These lands
were proposed to be designated Agricultural in the draft Halton Hills Official Plan.
This designation was intended to implement t the policies of the existing Region of
Halton Official Plan, which states that all lands below the Escarpment Brow are

generally considered to be within the prime agricultural area of the Region.

Lt

agriculturally reéat% uses and secondary uses. Three of 3
permitted in the former Rural ¢ designation (cemeteries, small scale public uses and
commercial animal kennels) are not proposed to be permitted south and east of

the Niagara Escarpment Planning Area on lands subject to the Greenbelt Plan.
These uses were not previously pre pgse@ to be per mﬁteé on these lands anyway

teyy

since these lands were proposed to be designated Agri cultural Area.

As a result, the uses permitted in this area are restricted to agricultural uses,
i

addition, new golf courses or private rec reation uses cannot be considered for
lands south and east of the Niagara Escarpment Planning Area. This new policy

~
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will be more restrictive than the policies of the Region of Halton Official Plan and
the policies of the proposed Agricultural designation.
It is recognized that the policies of the Greenbelt Plan permit municipalities to
refine or amend the location of the Prime ;igé‘%cu%mm% Area and Rural Area
designations when an Official Plan is being brought into conformity with the
Greenbelt Plan. However, on the basis of a review of the Greenbelt Plan, it
appears as if any exercise to revise t he location of the Prime Agricultural Area in a
municipality can only be initiated by the upper tier, which in this case is the
Region of Halton. In addition, the Region, through the adoption of Regio onat
Official Plan Amendment No. 25 (Regional Official Plan Update) has reaffirmed
through a text reference that the prime agricultural area in the Region is generally
located below the Escarpment Brow. In the Halton Hills Official Féa;;, in order to
properly implement the policies of the Regional Official Plan, a specific
Agricultural Area designation was drafted and applied to land below the
Escarpment Brow.

On the basis of the above, it is our opinion that the only way the limits Qf *““;e
Prime Agricultural Area in the Greenbelt Plan Area can be modified is if the Region
initiates a study of the lands in the Greenbelt Plan Area to determine what afeas
are considered to be Prime Agricultural lands.

4. Additional criteria have been included within the Official Plan to deal with the
development of new golf mu;yﬁa and other recreational uses within the Protected

Countryside designation. Specifically, the new criteria require that an appropriate
Vegetation Enhancement Plan be prepared. Such a plan shall identify

opportunities for maintaining or enhancing the amount of natural self-sustaining
vegetation on the site. In addition to a Vegetation Enhancement Plan, there is

now a requirement for the preparation of a Conservation Plan ‘éha% is intended to
demonstrate how water use and nutrient biocide will be kept to a nimum.

5. A new Section on the Natural System identified in the Greenbelt Plan has been
included within the draft Halton Hills Official Plan. The policies of the Natural
System are intended to protect areas of natural heritage, hydrsi@mg and/or
landform features, which are often functionally interrelated and which collectively
»Lspg:smf biodiversity and overall ecological integrity.

The Natural System will be identified on the sc hedules to ‘E%’*e Official Plan as an
Overlay designation. This means that it will “sit on top of” other designations

within the lands subject to the Greenbelt Plan.

6. A number of genera

{ polici
added to the Plan. These

ies regarding the Natural Heritage System have been
polic

ies indicate that

« new buildings and structures for agriculture, agricultural-related and secondary
uses are not subject to the Natural System policies;

e all aevd@@me;;i and site alteration w1 thin the Natural Heritage System shall
demonstrate that there is no negative impact on heg atural hen

or key hydrologic fe’;m{ea or their

Addendum to Rural Area Study (June 2005) 10
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« the disturbed area of any site should not exceed 25% and the impervious
surface on any site should not exceed 10% of the total developable area.

The Natural System policies include references to key natural

== A

which include:

o significant habitat of endangered species, threatened species and special
concern species;

e fish habitat;

s wetlands;

« life science areas of natural and scientific interest;

» significant valleylands;

« significant woodlands;

« significant wildlife habitat;

« sand barrens, savannahs and tall grass prairies; and,

e alvars.

Mapping from the Province identifying where these key natural her ritage features
are has not been provided to the Town. As a result, it is currently proposed that
all lands currently identified as being w;m%n the Greenlands A and Greenlands B

designation in the Region of Halton Official Plan be incorporated within a single
tier Greenlands system on Schedute AZ.

Incorporating lands within the Greenlands B designation in the Region of Halton
Official Plan as key natural heritage features means that the policies arding the
use of land will be the same in areas designated Greenlands A and C enlands B.

This is considered to be appropriate since the uses per mitted in b@tﬁ‘* the
Greenlands A and Greenlands B designation are generally the same, exceptl that
single detached dwellings are permitted in Greenlands B. However, the policies of
the Greenbelt Plan permit single detached dwellings on existing lots provided the
implementing Zoning By-law would have permtigd them as-of-right on the date
the Greenbelt Act, 2005 came into effect. In addition it is clear that the Provin

is moving towards creating a single tier Na f;waé. Syfteﬁ* in the Greenbelt Plan ih&;@
includes key natural heritage features that wo uld have been located in both the
Greenlands A and Greenlands B designations. It should be noted that all of the
Greenlands B lands in the Greenbelt Plan area are within the Province’s Natural

Heritage System.

There are 6 areas identified as Greenlands B that are now proposed to be
ted as key natural heritage features in the draft Halton Hills Official Plan.

il

a
hese & areas are described below:
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Greenlands A in the Regional Official Plan. The remainder of the ESA is a
candidate significant woodland and according to the Region of Halton
Significant Woodlands Study data, meets 2 of the 4 criteria for significance
(size and connectivity). It should be noted that only 1 criterion is requi ired to
qualify as a significant woodland, according to the Region of Halton Official
Plan as amended by OPA 25.

ESA No. 26 - Blue Springs Creek Valley - The majority of this ESA is 2
Provincially Significant Wetland (Eramosa - Blue Springs Creek wetland) and i
designated Greenlands A in the Region of Halton Official Plan. The remainder
of the ESA is a candidate significant woodland, and according to the criteria

established by the Region of Halton meets all 4 of the criteria for significance
(size, age, core habitat and connectivity).

'

ESA No. 28 - Acton Swamp - The majority of this ESAis a Provincially Significant
Wetland (Halton Escarpment Wetland), and is designated Greenlands A in the
Region of Halton Official Plan. The entire ESA is made up of 2 candidate
significant woodlands and according to %ihe Region of Halton Significant
Woodlands Study, 1 candidate area meets all 4 of the criteria for significance
(size, age, core habitat and connectivity). The other candidate area meets 2
of the 4 criteria (size and connectivity).

ESA No. 33 - Ballinifad Pond - The majority of the ESA is ’“"@vm;’;ia“v
Significant Wetland (Acton - Silver Creek Wetland Complex) and is designated
Greenlands A in the Region of Halton Official Plan. The entire ESA is a

Provincial life science ANSI (Ballinifad Swamp and Bog) but is designated
Greenlands B in the Region of Halton Official Plan. Given that a Provincially
significant life science ANSI is identified as a key natural heritage feature in
the Greenbelt Plan, these lands have been identified as such in the draft
Official Plan

ESA No. 36 - Georgetown Credit River Valley - A large portion of this ESA is in
he Georgetown Urban Area, and is not subject to the Greenbelt Plan.
However, a large portion of the remainder of the ESA is a Regional life science
ANSI (Georgetown Credit River Valley) and gualifies as a key natural heritage
feature in the Greenbelt Plan. The boundary of the ANSI also matches closely
with a candidate significant woodland that meets each of the 4 criteria
identified in the Region of Halton Significant Woodland Study (age, size, core

habitat and connectivity).

e

. No. 41 - Stewarttown Woods - A portion of this ESA is the floodplain of the
k Creek and is designated Greenlands A in the Region of Halton Official
1is area has the Qbi‘gﬂéﬂ%n to meet the significant valleylands
natural heritage feature in the Greenbelt Plan. In addition,
is a kaﬂésda significant woodland that meets 3 of the 4 criteria
significance established by the Region of Halton (age, size and
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mapping has been provided by the Province indicating where key natural
hesitag@ features are located, all applications under the Planning Act in the
Natural Heritage System will be requi ired to be supported by an Environment al
Impact Study which identifies wi hether the lands are within a Key Natural He ritage
Feature. A key component of any Environmental Impact Study will be an

of the criteria established by the Province relating to the identification
a feature as a key natural heritage feature. For example, criteria for
identifying significant woodl ands established by the Province will be very
important in determining whether a wooded area in the Protected Countryside 1s a
Key Natural Heritage Feature accor rding to the Greenbelt Plan. It should be noted
that both the mapping of Key Natural Heritage Features and the cri teria used to
identify them are to be provided by the Province but at the time of the writing of

S
his report, they were not available.

[d

....1

Key Hydrologic Features 'érf-f“% ude:
o permanent and intermittent streams;

« lakes (and/or littoral zones);

e wetlands.

Mapping showing the location of Key Hydrologic Features was also not provided to
the Town. At the time of writing this report, no area within the Natural Heritage
System has been identified as a Key Hydrologic Feature.

A new section has been added that indicates that new development is not

permitted within a Key Hydrologic Feature or Key Natural Heritage Feature with

the exception of forest, fish and wildlife m ;asesz*ﬂ* conservation and
n

t,
infrastructure, mineral aggregate extractio

ishment of a minimum

A new policy has been added that 1
et at Eeazs*-i 3?;} metres around all key

Vegetation Protection Zone
natural heritage and hydmiag%
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Il development within 120 metres
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A new policy has been added that requires that
of a Key Natural Heritage Feature and a Key Hydrologic Feature si all be supported
by an Environmentat Impact Study.

A new policy has been added that indicates that single detached dwellings are
ermitted on lands within the Natural System, provided the Zoning By-law applying
to such lands would have permitted the construction of such a dwelling when the
Greenbelt Plan came into effect

)

A new section on Infrastructure has been included within the draft Official Plan.
51V s are required to conform to the Official Plan as per the
lanning Act, policies on infrastructure have been included. The policies are

wn of Halton Hills - 8E -



« minimizes, wherever possible, the amount of the Greenbelt, on particularly the
Natural Heritage System traversed and/or occupied by such infrastructure;
and,

o minimizes the negative impacts and disturbance of the existing landscape,
including, but not limited to, impacts caused by light intrusions, noise and road
salt.

A number of exemptions are built into the policy to allow for infrastructure serving
the agricultural sector.

14. A new policy has been added that indicates that changes to the urban boundary of
Acton cannot be considered before the required ten year review of the Greenbelt
Plan by the Province.

15. A number of specific stormwater management infrastructure policies have been
included within the draft Official Plan. There is specific direction in these new
policies on the location of stormwater management ponds. In addition, the
policies set out the criteria that are required to be considered when reviewing or
planning for the development of a stormwater management pond in the Natural
Heritage System.

16. New policies on aggregate extraction have been included within the draft Official
Plan. These policies primarily deal with extraction within the Natural Heritage
System in the Protected Countryside designation. Highlights of the proposed policy
framework for aggregate extraction in the Protected Countryside designation is
below:

« New mineral aggregate operations are not permitted within significant
wetlands, significant habitat of endangered species and threatened species and
significant woodlands. Criteria identifying what a significant woodland is have
not been provided to the Town by the Province.

« Notwithstanding the above, the policies
mineral aggregate operation into any
0

Key Natural Heritage or Hydrologic
Feature, but o

« Applications to develop a new mineral aggregate operation in Key Natural
Heritage Features or Key Hydrologic Features not identified above may be

efiid

permitted provided certain criteria are met.

e Specific criteria dealing with the connectivity between Key Natural Heritage
Features and Key Hydrologic Features have to be satisfied before a new or

e E e . ey s R RPN it o
expanded mineral aggregate operation 1s ermitted.

allowable disturbed area associated with a mineral aggregate operation hav
o

ve
been included. The policies also require that any excess disturbed area above

Addendum to Rural Area Study (June 2005)
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allowable disturbed area permitted will be required to be
icy further indicates that for existing operations, this
ten years of the date of approval of the Greenbelt

Plan and 50% completed within six years.

o There are also a number of very specific rehabilitation policies that require
rehabilitation as quickly as possible. In addition, the policies require that the
disturbed area of any site be rehabilitated to a state of equal or greater

e}

ecological value.

SUMMARY

It is our opinion that the Greenbelt Plan has been appropriately implemented as
proposed within the draft Halton Hills Official Plan (May 2005). It is also our opinion
that it is appropriate to implement the Greenbelt Plan at this time so that all of the

policies that have an effect on tand use and which are intended to be implemented
locally are contained in the Town’s primary tand use document.

It is recognized that some questions remain with respect to the implementation of the
Greenbelt Plan in Halton Hills. Specifically, the Province has not provided any
municipality with mapping showing the location of Key Natural Heritage or Hydrologic
Features or any of the criteria used to identify these features. Once this information
hecomes available, a further review of the mapping and policies will need to be
carried out.

in addition to the above, a decision will need to be made in the future on the
desirability and need for a review of the location of prime agricultural lands within the
pProtected Countryside Area designation and located to the south and east of the lands
within the Niagara Escarpment Plan Area.
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