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	DATE:
	January 5, 2011

	TO:
	Mayor and Members of Council
Meeting Date:  January 19, 2011

	FROM:
	Brenda R. Breault, CMA, MBA
Commissioner of Corporate Services and Treasurer

	SUBJECT:
	Accessible Municipal Elections 


	RECOMMENDATION:
	That the report dated January 5, 2011, from the Commissioner of Corporate Services and Treasurer, title Accessible Municipal Elections, be received for information.


	BACKGROUND:
	The City Clerk is responsible for the administration of Municipal Elections in accordance with the Municipal Elections Act, 1996.  In 2009, among other amendments including a change to voting day, the following provisions were added to the legislation:

12.1 (1)    A clerk who is responsible for conducting an election shall have regard to the needs of electors and candidates with disabilities.

12.1 (2)    Within 90 days after voting day in a regular election, the clerk shall submit a report to council about the identification, removal and prevention of barriers that affect electors and candidates with disabilities.


	COMMENTS:
	As part of the planning and implementation of the 2010 Municipal Elections, the Election team reviewed all election processes and practices to identify barriers to accessibility.  As a result of the identification of the barriers, a number of actions were undertaken to either remove or prevent the barriers, in the context of the following areas:  Communications and Information; Voting locations; Voting Process; Staff Training and Voting Methods (ie. Vote tabulators).  In addition to the identification of barriers, areas for consideration for the 2014 Municipal Election have also been identified.  
One of the most significant measures undertaken to accommodate voters was the availability of the Automark accessible voting equipment at all advance voting locations on all advance voting days.

The complete Election Accessibility Report prepared to comply with the Municipal Elections Act, 1996 is attached as Appendix 1.


	FINANCIAL IMPACT:
	The majority of measures taken to accommodate voters had minimal cost given that when integrated into the election planning, accessibility options could be incorporated into the overall election project.  The exception was the cost of renting the Automark accessible voting equipment used at the Advance Voting locations which was $30,500.


	CONCLUSION:
	In accordance with Section 12.1 (2) of the Municipal Elections Act, 1996, this report has been prepared to outline the identification, removal and prevention of barriers that affect electors and candidates with disabilities.  The actions noted in the report will be used in the planning for the 2014 Municipal Elections.


	ATTACHMENTS:
	Appendix 1:
	Election Accessibility Report

	
	
	

	
	
	


	Brenda R. Breault, CMA, MBA
Commissioner of Corporate Services and Treasurer


	Prepared By:  
	Laura Wilson, Election Assistant


