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HISTORY ON ESTABLISHING GROUP HOME PROVISIONS

To support the Province’s commitment to reduce the use of institutional care in favour of small scale
facilities, the then Provincial Secretariat for Social Development in September 1978 released an Inter-
ministerial Working Group Report on Group Homes encouraging municipalities to allow group
homes for three (3) to ten (10) residents, excluding staff, in all residential areas.  In response, planning
staff prepared a report titled “Group Homes” dated June 17, 1980 and recommended that the zoning
by-laws for Mississauga, Port Credit and Streetsville be amended to permit group homes in residential
zones subject to a number of provisions.  The Planning Committee received the report on June 17,
1980 and recommended that a public meeting be held by City Council to receive comments on the
report.

A public meeting was held on September 22, 1980, following which City Council referred the report
back to the Planning Department for further consideration in conjunction with presentations made
to City Council.  Based on concerns raised at the public meeting and written comments received, a
report titled “Group Homes” dated April 8, 1981 was considered by the Planning Committee on April
8, 1981.  This report responded to the input received and suggested appropriate modifications to the
group home policy.  On April 13, 1981, City Council adopted General Committee Recommendation
458 deferring further consideration of the report and requesting previously involved groups and
agencies to comment on this issue.

On December 2, 1981, the Planning Department submitted a report to the General Committee of City
Council recommending a revised group home policy based on input received from groups, agencies,
and individuals who had commented on previous reports dated June 1980 and April 1981.
Consideration of the report was deferred to the City Council meeting of January 11, 1982, at which
time implementing By-laws were to be available for first and second readings. First and second
readings were given to By-laws 22-82, 23-82, and 24-82 on January 11, 1982. These By-laws
introduced a definition of “GROUP HOME” for three (3) to ten (10) residents, excluding staff, in a
detached dwelling, and added provisions allowing a group home as a permitted use in a detached
dwelling in all residential zones subject to a minimum of 400 m (1,312 ft.) separation distance from
another group home, and that the group home is registered with the City of Mississauga.

Based on concerns about the absence of City control over the establishment and operations of group
homes, City Council on March 22, 1982, passed Resolution 222, which amended the "GROUP
HOME" definition and the spacing requirements and deferred the third reading of By-laws 22-82, 23-
82 and 24-82 until the authority to inspect and license group homes is shifted from the Province to
the City of Mississauga and the Region of Peel.

In light of uncertainty on the Province to shift the responsibility of licensing and approving group
homes to the City of Mississauga and the Region of Peel, the Planning Committee on April 6, 1983
considered a planning report recommending that the prerequisite for deferring the third reading of By-
laws 22-82, 23-82 and 24-82 be waived, and that the definition of “GROUP HOME” with respect
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to the maximum number of residents be changed from ten (10) to eight (8), including staff and
receiving family, and a group home committee be formed to monitor group home and facilitate
neighbourhood interaction.  The report was deferred to the April 20, 1983 Planning Committee
meeting, at which time the Planning Committee amended the recommendation requiring the definition
of the group home to exclude observation/detention home, and increasing the separation distance
between group homes to be a minimum of 800 m (2,625 ft.). The recommendation was adopted by
City Council on April 25, 1983 and the implementing By-laws 291-83, 292-83 and 293-83 were
enacted by City Council on June 16, 1983. The Group Home Registration By-law 475-83 was
enacted by City Council on July 13, 1983.

On November 5, 1986, the Community Planning and Development Committee considered a report
titled “Group Homes in Multiple Family Dwellings and Group Homes Advisory Committee” dated
September 3, 1986 and approved Recommendation CPD-287-86, which recommended, among other
matters, that the definition of “GROUP HOME” be expanded to include Supportive Housing
Programs: Adult Community Mental Health Program, approved under the Ministry of Health Act.
Recommendation CPD-287-86 was adopted by City Council on November 10, 1986 and the
implementing By-laws 1241-86, 1242-86 and 1243-86 were enacted by City Council on December
6, 1986.  Planning staff's recommendation related to establishment of an ad hoc Group Home
Advisory Committee was not adopted by the Community Planning and Development Committee on
November 5, 1986. 
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