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3. Will you make the commitments outlined by the City of Mississauga regarding the under funding of municipal services, 
including the uploading the costs of health and social services to the Province from the municipal property tax over the  

	 next three years and the phasing out of the GTA Pooling Program completely over the next three years? 

John Tory and the Ontario PC Party agree 
with the City of Mississauga that real 
action must be taken to address the 
municipal-provincial fiscal gap.  We 
agree that GTA Pooling needs to come 
to an end.  We also agree that all three 
levels of government need to forge better 
relationships.

When Dalton McGuinty cynically pushed 
the financial issues of the municipalities 
beyond the next election we expressed 
our opposition.  There was and is no need 
for the review to take so long and property 
tax payers and the municipalities are the 
ones that suffer.  We have called for the 
final report of the review to be submitted 
this year – not next.  As well, we have 
committed to begin addressing these 
very real issues in our first budget (2008).  
No other party has made the financial 
challenges of municipalities a greater 
priority.

Unfortunately, Dalton McGuinty chose not 
to address the issue of GTA pooling and 
the unfair burden it was placing on GTA 
property taxpayers until the dying months 
of his government.  GTA pooling is unfair, 
it should be put to an end, and we will do 
just that.

The people of Mississauga want all of their 
representatives to work together because 
ultimately there is only one taxpayer.  
We agree that we must do better.  Dalton 
McGuinty sees the federal government as a 
ready-made excuse and a convenient place 
to pass the buck.  We see them as a partner 
and we will foster a more positive and 
collaborative relationship with them.

 The previous Conservative Government 
was wrong to download social service 
costs onto municipal taxpayers. Given the 
deficit they left us, it has been a challenge 
to reverse this downloading, but we have 
made significant progress. For example, 
we uploaded the provincial share for public 
health funding from 50% to 75% and moved 
to cover 50% of ambulance costs.

Our progress will continue. Our 
government initiated the Provincial-Mu-
nicipal Fiscal and Service Delivery Review, 
which will set the stage for a sustainable 
approach for both orders of government to 
deliver and fund services in Ontario in the 
21st century. The report from this Review 
will be released in spring 2008. 

We recognize the GTA Pooling Program 
implemented by the previous Conservative 
Government is an unfair burden on 
property taxpayers in Mississauga. That 
is why in our 2007 Budget we initiated a 
phase out plan to eliminate pooling. Our 
plan will save GTA municipalities $200 
million a year once fully implemented. 

Our government has achieved a level of 
cooperation with Ontario’s municipalities 
that has never been seen before. Instead 
of downloading or arguing in the media, 
we see municipalities as equal partners. 
We have built constructive relationships 
resulting in stronger communities. We 
will continue this effort in the years 
ahead. And we’ll have more to say on 
municipalities’ fiscal arrangements in the 
weeks ahead.

Let me conclude by thanking you for  
this opportunity. The more we talk to each 
other, the more we can do for the people 
we serve together. Thanks, Madame Mayor.

 The NDP believes that the key to reducing 
pressures on property tax and to free 
up resources for municipal services 
is to upload downloaded provincially 
mandated programs that have no business 
being funded off the property tax base. 
Towards that end, the NDP has outlined an 
ambitious 4-year plan to begin to upload 
these services as follows: 
•  As of January 1, 2008, the NDP would 

ensure that the provincial government 
has assumed full  responsibility for 50% 
of the operating costs of public transit 
in return for a two-year fare freeze.

• As of January 1, 2008, an NDP 
government would honour the provincial 
government’s agreement with Ontario 
municipalities and assume its rightful 
share of administrative costs related to 
the original downloading agreement.

•  As of January 1, 2008, an NDP 
government would pick up the full  
costs of security at courts; and 

•  In it’s first term, the NDP would upload 
the Ontario Disability Support Program.

Beyond the first term, the NDP would  
begin to upload other provincially 
mandated programs.



M     ississauga is one of the most 
successful cities in Canada.  
 We should be proud of what we 

have accomplished since our City  
was formed in 1974.  

In just 33 years, we’ve built a 
world-wide reputation. We are the 
country’s safest city, we have a strong 
economic engine, a diverse population, 
and beautiful parks and amenities.  
We’ve built a dynamic and urban 
downtown and still have maintained 
our strong, distinct and vibrant 
neighbourhoods.

Our success has been guided by clear, 
focussed strategic plans based on 
the values of public trust, enhancing 
community quality of life and delivering 
excellence in public administration.  
And your input in the decision-making 
process has made this a great city.
But that’s not enough. We have to 
have a vision for our children, and our 
grandchildren, and plan for the kind of 
city they want Mississauga to be in the 
future, in the next 20, 30 and 40 years.  
That is why this fall we’re launching 
the largest community engagement 
initiative the City has ever undertaken, 
called A 21st Century Conversation –  
My Future Mississauga.  

We want to involve you in forming a 
new strategic plan for Mississauga 
that will build on your ideas, hopes 
and dreams for our city. We’d like to 
have a conversation with you about the 

Mississauga of the 21st century. Our 
future is full of many possibilities, and 
we’ve developed eight themes to focus 
our conversation in key areas  
of interest. 

•  Getting around in Mississauga;

•  Going green in 905;

•  Creating wealth in our community;

•  Embracing our social diversity;

•  Positively influencing our quality  
of life;

•  Investing in creativity and knowledge;

•  Creating a vibrant downtown; and,

•  Realizing the opportunities of being 
part of the Golden Horseshoe

Our conversation kicks off this 
September with a Community Leaders 
Forum and the launch of an interactive 
website where we invite you to express 
your ideas about the future.  

Here you will find more information 
about the free educational Speakers 
Series we have planned in October and 
November. International speakers, 
and experts,including Stephen Lewis 
and Justin Trudeau, will provide an 
opportunity to learn about best 
practices from around the world, and 
you will be able to share your ideas 
with them about what Mississauga can 
become in the future.

Our conversation will conclude in early 
2008 with a charrette – a two and a 

half day community visioning session.    
The charrette is the opportunity for 
everyone to bring what they learn in the 
fall to an exciting forum where ideas 
will be channelled into a meaningful 
action plan for the City.  

I challenge you to get involved by 
talking with us about your City of 
Mississauga of the future.  Let the 
conversation begin by attending the 
events, or in one of the following ways:

•	 Call the 21st Century Conversation 
line for meeting/event information: 
905-615-3200 ext. 2100.  

•	  Visit our website at  
www.conversation21.ca where 
meeting dates will be posted.

•	 Book a “21st Century” presentation 
for your community or association 
meeting by calling the conversation 
line, or book a presentation online.

•	 Go to our website and register 
to receive email updates about 
meetings and forums.

•	 Send us your ideas through our 
website discussion bulletin boards.

•	  Fill out and drop off a “21st Century 
Conversation Idea Card” at the City 
facility or library closest to you, or 
fill in your card online.

It’s our city,  
it’s our future…..  
Have your say! 

Let’s have a conversation about your future Mississauga.
What do you want to see in the Mississauga of the 21st century?
What makes this a great city to live in?

How do you want to get around? Where do you want to play?

Information Sources
City of Mississauga Website
www.mississauga.ca under  
Mississauga Matters banner

You can access  
Council Corporate Reports

Elections Ontario’s Website
www.electionsontario.on.ca 

Click on:

Candidates and Parties to search for 
registered candidates and

Frequently Asked Questions to find  
your electoral district.

Town Hall Meeting on 
Wednesday, September 19, 2007
Watch Rogers Cable 10 or live 
streaming on the City’s website for 
how the provincial candidates answer 
questions that matter most  
to Mississauga.
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