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Executive Summary 

Ecoplans Limited Landscape Architecture and Heritage Consulting Group was retained by the Region of 

Peel, as a subconsultant through AECOM in September 2011 to complete a Heritage Impact Statement 

(HIS) for the Bexhill Sewage Pumping Station in Mississauga, Ontario.  A proposal has been made to 

demolish the Bexhill Sewage Pumping Station (SPS) that has been deemed obsolete.  The pumping 

station is located within the Rattray Marsh, a Provincially Significant Wetland and a cultural heritage 

landscape (CHL) as identified by the City of Mississauga. 

An inventory and analysis of the pumping station and the surrounding property was conducted to 

ascertain the existing conditions of the site.  Historical research was completed to further distinguish the 

heritage significance of the landscape and to determine what, if any, significance the pumping station 

had in terms of its built heritage value and its association with the cultural heritage landscape identified 

by the City.  This information was then compared with the proposed demolition and an assessment of 

the impacts to the existing heritage resources conducted. 

The landscape in which the SPS is located has a number of significant associations with and connections 

to people and events that influenced both local and national history.  The Rattray Marsh landscape is 

also one of ecological and environmental importance, containing diverse wildlife and plant species as 

well as unique natural features including the baymouth bar beach/shoreline.  The pumping station itself 

is likely associated with the development of the Rattray Estate subdivision; however, the structure is not 

significant in terms of its built heritage value and does not contribute to the heritage value of the 

surrounding landscape.   

The proposed demolition plan is respectful of the heritage features of the site and does not adversely 

affect the cultural heritage landscape of the property.  The demolition plans indicate that all efforts shall 

be made to reduce the footprint of the construction activities; paired with the recommendations 

provided within this report, the demolition of the Bexhill Sewage Pumping Station will have a limited 

impact on the cultural heritage landscape resources on the site. 
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1 INTRODUCTION 

Ecoplans Limited Landscape Architecture and Heritage Consulting Group was retained by the Region of 

Peel, as a subconsultant through AECOM in September 2011 to complete a Heritage Impact Statement 

(HIS) for the Bexhill Sewage Pumping Station in Mississauga, Ontario.  As part of the Schedule "C" Class 

Environmental Assessment (EA) completed in 2006 by the Region of Peel, the existing pumping station 

has been deemed obsolete and subsequently, a proposal has been made that it be demolished.  The 

pumping station is located within the Rattray Marsh Conservation Area (RMCA) (550, 680, 699 Bexhill 

Road); the marsh is identified on the City’s Cultural Landscape Inventory which the City defines as a 

setting which has enhanced a community’s vibrancy, aesthetic quality, distinctiveness, sense of history or 

sense of place.  The Rattray Marsh is recorded in the inventory as a Natural Area (NA) and fulfills a 

number of criteria developed to characterize a cultural landscape, including Scenic and Visual Quality; 

Natural Environment; Direct Association with an Important Person or Event; Historical or Archaeological 

Interest; Outstanding Features/Interest; and Significant Ecological Interest.  This Heritage Impact 

Statement assesses the heritage significance of the property, the implications of demolition of the 

pumping station and provides heritage guidelines for the future use of the property.   

2 METHODOLOGY 

Ecoplans Limited completed an on-site inventory and analysis of the pumping station and the 

surrounding landscape at 550, 680, and 699 Bexhill Road.   An assessment of the visual environment was 

also completed to determine impacts to the adjacent landscape. 

In addition to the inventory and analysis, research regarding the history of the Rattray Marsh 

Conservation Area was completed to further our understanding of the property and the structures 

within it and to provide better rationale regarding the significance of the cultural landscape that exists 

on the site. 

A review of the proposed demolition was conducted and the impacts to the built and landscape 

resources were measured, as well as impacts to the adjacent visual environment.  Where impacts to the 

heritage resources are anticipated, recommendations regarding the future use of the property have 

been proposed to ensure that alterations to the site do not diminish the significance of the individual 

and collective cultural landscape elements and characteristics of the site. 

  

http://lorneparkprojects.ca/uploads/class%20eas%20PP.pdf
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3 HISTORICAL RESEARCH, SITE ANALYSIS AND EVALUATION 

3.1 SITE DESCRIPTION, LOCATION, AND CONTEXT 

The subject properties (550, 680, and 699 Bexhill Road) are located within the Clarkson Village 

community in Mississauga, specifically within the Rattray Marsh Conservation Area.  Rattray Marsh 

encompasses an area of approximately 46 hectares1 and is bordered by development on all sides, save 

where it meets Lake Ontario along its eastern perimeter; the development is mainly comprised of single 

family residential properties which are located to the north, west and south of the marsh.  In addition to 

single family residential, Green Glade Senior Public School and its grounds can be found along the 

western edge of the marsh. 

The pumping station is located just west of a gravel right of way, approximately 125 m from the 

terminus of Bexhill Road.  A mixture of deciduous and coniferous trees with a fairly open canopy 

surrounds the northern, western, and southern sides of the station.  Herbaceous species have colonized 

the edges of the wooded area adjacent to the pump station, with introduced species, such as English Ivy, 

dominating the forest floor.  Tree species include Eastern White Cedar (Thuja occidentalis), Eastern 

Hemlock (Tsuga canadensis), Manitoba Maple (Acer negundo), Staghorn Sumac (Rhus typhina), and Ash 

species (Fraxinus sp.) while herbaceous species noted were Goldenrod species (Solidago sp.), asters 

(Aster), Virginia Creeper (Parthenocisus sp.), and English Ivy (Helix hedera).  The station itself is largely 

covered with Virginia Creeper and English Ivy which have covered the northern half of the building as 

well as crown the roof forming a dense mat of vegetation and making the building largely imperceptible 

when approaching from the north. 

The Waterfront Trail bisects the site, and can be found a few meters from the northwest edge of the 

station.  The trail is gravel for several meters to the north east and south west, where it connects to the 

Bexhill Road right of way, then transitions to wooden boardwalks as the trail enters the wooded area.  A 

wooden kiosk style information station is located directly north of the pumping station. 

3.2 CULTURAL HERITAGE LANDSCAPE  

Rattray Marsh Conservation Area was opened to the public in October of 1975 and is designated as a 

Natural Area, a Provincially Significant Wetland, and an Area of Natural and Scientific Interest.  The 

marsh is one of the last remaining baymouth bar coastal wetlands on the western end of Lake Ontario.2 

                                                           

1
 City of Mississauga Natural Areas Survey (2008), Natural Areas Fact Sheet CL9 Rattray Marsh 

2 Harrington and Hoyle Ltd. Landscape Architects.  Rattray Marsh Class Environmental Assessment for 

Credit Valley Conservation Final Environmental Study Report.  August, 2009.  
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The Rattray Marsh is included in the City of Mississauga’s Cultural Landscape Inventory (January 2005) 

and is identified as a natural area (L-NA-1); Rattray Barrier Beach is also included in the inventory and is 

identified as a scenic view (F-SV-3).  The subject properties of 550, 680 and 699 Bexhill Road are also 

listed on the City of Mississauga’s Heritage Registry (Inventory # 1207). 

Much of Rattray Marsh’s cultural landscape is that which cannot be seen; the intangible history of the 

site that connects the place to a number of significant persons in Clarkson’s history as well as the history 

of the nation.  The area of the Rattray Marsh was part of the First Purchase and surveyed in 1805 by 

Samuel Street Wilmot (1774-1856).  The land was divided into lots 200 acres in size, less if the lot 

bordered Lake Ontario, and was numbered as being north or south of Dundas Street (NDS and SDS 

respectively).  The property in question was surveyed as Lots 25, 26 and 27, SDS 3, indicating that they 

were south of Dundas Street and on Concession 3.  The survey map indicates that lots south of Lot 27 

were identified for mast timber reserve.  “Masting rights existed on all lots where there where white 

pines big enough to be used as mast for the ships of the British Royal navy…These masting rights were 

sometimes conveniently switched from lot to lot”.3  Lot 25 was reserved for the Clergy.   

In 1808 Christian Hendershot was granted Lot 26, Con. 3; he sold the northern half of his lot to David 

Kerr who subsequently sold the property to Peter Oliphant in 1820.  Lot 27 was granted to John Marlet, 

while Lot 25 was reserved for the clergy. Once granted, the lots were soon divided and sold; Lot 26 was 

divided and the northern half sold to David Kerr in 1809.  Kerr then sold to Peter Olipahnt in 1820 which 

was finally sold to John Peer in 18274.   In 1855, The Peer family built a red brick home on Bexhill Road 

(No. 956), which still stands today.  The northern half of Lot 26, the parcel which the majority of which 

are now Rattray marsh Conservation Area lands, was retained by Hendershot until 1843 when he sold 

the 60 acres to Philip Oliphant.  Oliphant subsequently sold to Thomas Slade who owned the land until 

his death in 1913.  Slade had also purchased a portion of Lot 27 from Oliphant; this piece of land was 

ultimately developed as part of the Rattray Park Estates in 1967.5  The land was further divided and Peer 

sold parcels to L.A. Hamilton in 1908 and later in 1912.  By 1916, land belonging to Hamilton and Slade 

were in the hands of the National Trust and were for sale.  Two parcels totalling 103 acres were 

purchased by HH Fudger in 1916; Fudger also purchased an additional 34.58 acres for L.A.Hamilton in 

the same year; the land spanned Lots 26 and 27. 

Fudger purchased the land with the intention of building his family’s summer home in Clarkson.  His son, 

Richard, built a large summer home on the south east corner of Lot 26; the dwelling was called Bexhill 

House which still exists (though in modified form and location – moved approximately 33m from the 

original dwelling in 1964 - at 1309 Gatehouse Drive) as does the gatehouse (725 Bexhill Road) which was 

constructed as the approach to Bexhill House.  H.H. Fudger constructed his own summer home on the 

                                                           

3
 Hussey, Ruth and Goulin, Judith M.  Rattray Marsh Then and Now.  Ajax, Ontario: The Rattray Marsh Protection 

Association. 1990.  

4
 Hussey and Goulin,  Rattray Marsh then and Now. 

5
 Hussey and Goulin,  Rattray Marsh then and Now. 
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property; the mansion, named Barrymede House, was constructed from 1918 to 1920 and was located 

on Bexhill Road. Conc 3 SDS, Lot 27.  The family used the home solely as their summer residence, and 

Fudger’s wife and daughters continued to do so even after his death in 1930.   After Fudger’s death, the 

estate was administered by the National Trust, who, in 1945 sold the property to Major James Halliday 

Rattray who took up residence at Barrymede until his death in 1959.   

Upon Rattray’s death in 1959, many of Clarkson’s residents recognized the need to preserve the natural 

and park-like lands of the estate.  Before his death, it was believed that Major Rattray himself expressed 

the wish to keep the estate intact.  However, the development of the land was a very attractive prospect 

to some and so ensued a long struggle between developers and conservationists for the future of the 

Rattray property.  

In 1963, despite significant effort by conservation groups, the entire estate was sold to Clemens Neiman 

of Rattray Park Estates Ltd. who intended to develop the entire property.  Neiman proposed a two 

phase plan of development, of which the Phase I Plan of Subdivision was approved by Toronto Township 

Council in 1967.  Construction of the subdivision commenced the same year and by 1969 Phase I was 

completed.  Flooding of the proposed Phase II subdivision lands in 1973 made the proposed 

development infeasible and the development in this area was reconsidered.  Ultimately the land was 

expropriated by the Credit Valley Conservation Authority on behalf of the City of Mississauga.  Rattray 

Marsh Conservation Area opened to the public in October 1975. 

3.3 BUILT ENVIRONMENT 

Built in 1969, the existing forcemain and Bexhill Sewage Pumping Station is the only building on the 

study lands.  The development of the infrastructure was likely a product of the Rattray Park Estates 

development, and increased pressures relating to population increase.   The SPS is a cylindrical structure 

constructed of textured concrete cinderblocks, and is a wet well/dry well configuration.  The building is 

one storey above ground with a flat roof, and three stories below ground, and contains various piping 

and machinery associated with the function of the SPS.  The building is utilitarian in both form and 

function.  

During the Environmental Assessment process, the Region identified concerns regarding the condition 
and anticipated lifespan of the facility, as well as the potential environmental impacts to the Rattray 
Marsh should the system fail.  Public comment also expressed concern over the imposition of the SPS’s 
aesthetic within the natural area.   
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4 IDENTIFICATION OF THE SIGNIFICANCE AND HERITAGE ATTRIBUTES 

OF THE CULTURAL HERITAGE RESOURCE 

4.1 CULTURAL HERITAGE LANDSCAPE 

4.1.1 LANDSCAPE ENVIRONMENT - SCENIC AND VISUAL QUALITY 

This quality may be both positive (resulting from such factors as a healthy environment or having 

recognized scenic value) or negative (having been degraded through some former use, such as a quarry 

or an abandoned, polluted or ruinous manufacturing plant). The identification is based on the consistent 

character of positive or negative aesthetic and visual quality.  Landscapes can be visually attractive 

because of a special spatial organization, spatial definition, scale or visual integrity. 

The Rattray Marsh Conservation Area is a destination for both residents and visitors.  The large tract of 

nature along the Lake Ontario Shoreline provides a quiet sanctuary for wildlife and people alike.  Set 

within the urban fabric of Mississauga, the lush green canopies, the sweeping shoreline, and the calm 

marsh environs offer a reprieve from the bustle of the city.  It is this continuous tract of nature, the 

collective of the various plant communities, which creates a cohesive aesthetic and visual quality within 

the conservation area.  While there are no significant views within the construction area of the 

proposed demolition, the larger RMCA offers fine views to and across Lake Ontario, as well as beautiful 

vistas of the marsh, meadows and wooded areas within the property.  

4.1.2 LANDSCAPE ENVIRONMENT - NATURAL ENVIRONMENT 

Natural history interest can include such features as the remnants of glacial moraines, shoreline features of 
former water courses and lakes, and concentrations of distinct features such as specific forest or vegetation 
types or geological features. Remnants of original pre-settlement forests would fall into this category. 
 
Rattray Marsh is one of the last remaining baymouth bar coastal wetlands on the western end of Lake 
Ontario and is consequently a unique environmental feature both locally and provincially. 

Rattray marsh formed at the mouth of Sheridan Creek where it enters Lake Ontario.  

The marsh is separated from the lake by a bar formed as a continuation of the 

beach/shoreline referred to as a baymouth bar.  Water levels in the marsh are 

controlled by both flow in the creek and the lake levels.  The barrier changes 

periodically sometimes from a barrier to flow and at times breaches form allowing 

surface flow to and from the lake.6 

                                                           

6
 Harrington and Hoyle Ltd. Rattray Marsh Class Environmental Assessment for Credit Valley Conservation Final 

Environmental Study Report. 
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4.1.3 HISTORICAL ASSOCIATIONS - DIRECT ASSOCIATION WITH IMPORTANT PERSON OR 

EVENT 

Some sites are rather simple or prosaic in nature. However, great events can happen in a field or in a hut. 
Famous persons may inhabit or major events may happen in unexpected locations. Preservation of such 
sites is important to the public's understanding of history and of itself. 
 

The Rattray Marsh Conservation Area property is associated with several significant historical persons 

and events that influenced both local and national history.  A number of families prominent to the 

history of Clarkson Village owned Lot 26 and/or 27 including the Oliphant family and the Peer family.   

One of the most notable owners of the land was Mr. Harris Henry Fudger (1851-1930), owner and 

president of the Robert Simpson Company from 1898 until his death in 1930.  While no dwellings exist 

within Rattray Marsh that are associated with Fudger, Bexhill House, its gatehouse and the gates to 

Barrymede (on Bexhill Road) still stand as a testament to his time there.   Fudger’s legacy extended well 

beyond Clarkson Village, he “…was generous and as he grew older, his philanthropy increased. Many 

organizations in the city [Toronto] benefited from this generosity including the Art Gallery of Ontario, to 

which he donated the Fudger Wing in memory of his son Dick, who had been an artist”7. 

Another significant persona in the history of the Rattray Marsh property is the man for which it was 

named, Major James Halliday Rattray (1887-1959).  A World War I hero (awarded the Military Cross) 

Rattray rose to the rank of Colonel, but was always known locally as Major. “He was a graduate of 

Queen’s University with a degree in geology which led him to a career with Kerr Addison Gold Mines Ltd. 

in Cobalt. Rattray worked his way up to the position of vice-president during the years 1955-58”.8  Major 

Rattray spent most of his weekends in Clarkson; he was a sociable man who enjoyed the company of 

distinguished people.9  Rattray hosted a number of notable guests at Barrymede including William Lyon 

Mackenzie King, Igor Sikorsky, the Grand Duchess Olga Alexandrovna and her husband Col. Nikolai 

Kulikovsky.  Mr. Leonard Brockington Q.C. and Mr. Harry Seguin, were the major’s executors and 

trustees and also counted among his close friends.   

4.1.4 OTHER – HISTORICAL INTEREST 

Cultural heritage resources associated with pre-historical and historical events. 
The Rattray Marsh Conservation Area is rich in both cultural and natural histories.  While it is a 

landscape of significant ecological interest (see section 4.1.6) it has also been home to many prominent 

                                                           

7 Hudson Bay Company.  Our History: People, H.H. Fudger.  Web.  Date accessed October 2011. 

8 Heritage Mississauga.  Heritage Profiles: James Rattray.  Web.  Date accessed October 2011. 

9
 Hussey and Goulin,  Rattray Marsh then and Now. 

http://www.heritagemississauga.com/page/James-Rattray
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members the local Clarkson community and has been the domicile of and destination for individuals 

significant in both national and international histories.   

While its past has many associations with the cultural elite, Rattray Marsh Conservation Area’s more 

immediate history is greatly associated with the surrounding community.  The fight to preserve the land 

was long and arduous, and was a mantle that was shouldered largely by concerned individuals who 

recognized the need to protect such an ecological treasure.   The residents’ struggle to preserve and 

protect Rattray Marsh will provide a tangible legacy for generations to come. 

4.1.5 OTHER - OUTSTANDING FEATURES 

A one-of-a-kind feature that is set apart from other similar landscapes or features because of its context 
or some other special quality i.e. the first of its kind or the acknowledged best of its kind. 
The Rattray Marsh is a unique natural feature, being the last large marsh landscape between Toronto 

and Burlington and is one of the last remaining baymouth bar coastal wetlands on the western end of 

Lake Ontario. Designated as a Natural Area, a Provincially Significant Wetland, and an Area of Natural 

and Scientific Interest10, the marsh is home to a significant variety of plant communities, including rare 

and uncommon species and provides habitat for a variety of wildlife and migratory birds.  The RMCA is 

also an important wildlife linkage within a larger matrix of natural areas within an urban landscape.  The 

marsh is connected to other natural areas through the Sherridan Creek corridor as well as the Lake 

Ontario Shoreline. 

4.1.6 SIGNIFICANT ECOLOGICAL INTEREST 

Having value for its natural purpose, diversity and educational interest. 
The Rattray Marsh Conservation Area is seen as an ecological gem within the City of Mississauga.  The 

topography of the site varies greatly, from level floodplain to steep slopes11 allowing for a variety of 

microclimates and conditions within a relatively small area.  This variability allows for a great diversity of 

vegetation and wildlife; the City of Mississauga Natural Areas Survey notes that 13 vegetation 

communities have been mapped within the RMCA and 519 floral and 253 faunal species have been 

documented for the site. 

The wetland area behind the bar is large and varied.  As a result it can support varied 

plant communities and a large and varied population of insects, fish and wildlife.  This 

would include species which live their entire life cycle in the marsh, some which move 

                                                           

10
 Harrington and Hoyle Ltd. Rattray Marsh Class Environmental Assessment for Credit Valley Conservation Final 

Environmental Study Report. 

11
 City of Mississauga Natural Areas Survey (2008) 
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to the marsh at specific times to breed or feed, and some which use the marsh as a 

resting feeding area during migration.12 

An integral part of the protection and conservation of the marsh is education.   Formed in 1979, the 

Rattray Marsh Protection Association (RMPA) has been integral to the area’s long term protection and 

appreciation. The group is dedicated to ensuring that the community and its visitors benefit from quality 

educational, interpretive and stewardship opportunities at Rattray Marsh Conservation Area.  

4.2 BUILT ENVIRONMENT 

While the construction of the pumping station is likely associated with the development of the Rattray 

Estate subdivision, the structure is not significant in terms of its built heritage value and does not 

contribute to the heritage value of the surrounding landscape.  The structure is not listed specifically on 

the City’s registry nor is it identified in the City’s Cultural Landscape Inventory as being a pertinent asset 

to the cultural heritage value of the Rattray Marsh Conservation Area. 

5 DESCRIPTION OF PROPOSED DEVELOPMENT OR SITE ALTERATION 

5.1 RATIONALE AND PURPOSE OF THE PROPOSED DEVELOPMENT 

In 2006, the Region of Peel completed a Municipal Class Environmental Assessment (EA) for the Bexhill 

Sewage Pumping Stations (SPS) that included public and review agency consultation, an evaluation of 

alternatives, an assessment of the impacts of the proposed works and identification of measures to 

mitigate any adverse impacts.13  The EA determined that the Bexhill Road SPS is at its capacity and that 

the potential impacts to the natural environment associated with the Rattray Marsh, a provincially 

significant wetland owned and managed by the Credit Valley Conservation, were significant enough such 

that new wastewater infrastructure must be designed and constructed outside of the Marsh boundaries. 

Subsequently, the Region of Peel retained AECOM to design and oversee the construction of a water 

treatment plant expansion, two sewage pumping stations, and associated feedermain and forcemain 

works in order to enhance water supply and improve the environmental sustainability of wastewater 

collections.  The location and construction of this infrastructure will take place outside of the Rattray 

Conservation Area.  The sewage flows that once fed into the Bexhill SPS have been made redundant and 

consequently the Bexhill SPS is no longer needed and is proposed for demolition. 

                                                           

12
 Harrington and Hoyle Ltd. Rattray Marsh Class Environmental Assessment for Credit Valley Conservation Final 

Environmental Study Report. 

13
 Lorne Park Projects.  Class EA.  Web. Date accessed October 2011. 
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5.2 IMPACTS OF SITE ALTERATIONS ON CULTURAL HERITAGE RESOURCES 

The demolition of the Bexhill SPS will involve the removal of the pump station itself as well as associated 

structures and infrastructure in the direct vicinity, including the removal of an existing underground 

diesel storage tank, the removal of an existing transformer, removal of concrete paving and precast 

pavers associated with the facility, as well as the partial demolition and abandonment of four (4) existing 

sanitary manholes.  The impacts to the Rattray Marsh Conservation Area will be limited, with the extent 

of the demolition and associated works being contained to a small area, 631 square meters in size, 

around the existing pumping station; this area also accounts for a staging area for the construction 

activities.  Construction access will be via Bexhill Road and the existing gravel access road that leads to 

the station. 

In order to complete the removal of the structure, six (6) trees have been indicated for removal.  The 

tree species include Eastern White Cedar (one double-stemmed specimen with 7.5cm dbh per stem), 

Staghorn Sumac, Ash (three trees under 13cm dbh), and Manitoba Maple (one tree with a 20cm dbh).  

The disturbance and removal of herbaceous species will also occur within the construction perimeter. 

The proposal to remove the Bexhill SPS avoids the demolition and alteration of any significant cultural 

heritage landscape assets on site.  While a handful of small trees will require removal to complete the 

demolition, they are not noteworthy species nor do they contribute in any significant way to the overall 

ecological community or the cultural heritage landscape; an overall effort has been made to limit the 

disturbance to the site and the demolition does not present any long term or lasting alterations or 

impacts to the cultural heritage landscape. 

5.3 CONSIDERATION OF ALTERNATIVES, MITIGATION AND CONSERVATION 

METHODS 

The proposed demolition plan is respectful of the heritage features of the site and does not negatively 

impact the cultural heritage landscape of the property.   

The demolition plans identify a limited size construction area which is to be bounded by tree 

preservation hording (plywood).   

5.4 MITIGATION FOR IMPACTED HERITAGE RESOURCES 

Given the mitigation measures in place as part of the due course for such construction work such as tree 

preservation and sediment and erosion control, there are no other recommended mitigation measures 

over and above what has already been proposed. 

5.5 SHORT TERM CONSERVATION MEASURES 

It will be imperative that the demolition of the pumping station and the associated works be contained 

to the limits proposed.  Erosion and sediment control during construction must be implemented to 
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ensure that runoff and sedimentation into the adjacent natural areas does not occur.  It is also 

recommended that measures are taken to control erosion and sedimentation along the construction 

access.  It will also be important to protect all landscape features including boardwalks, the trail head 

kiosk and viewing node located in the vicinity of the pumping station.  Trees to remain that are adjacent 

to the proposed construction work or access way shall be protected for the duration of the construction. 

5.6 LONG TERM CONSERVATION MEASURES 

The demolition of the proposed pumping station will result in the loss of both woody and herbaceous 

vegetation.  While the loss of this vegetation will not significantly impact the cultural heritage value of 

the overall RMCA landscape, it will be important that long term care and management of the natural 

areas associated with the demolition is undertaken.  Credit Valley Conservation has been involved in the 

post-demolition site restoration recommendations and has advised the engineering consultants in the 

final layout and grading of the site.  At the time this report was written, the final restoration plans being 

prepared by CVC were not available for review and comment, however, it is understood that the general 

intent is to restore and ecologically enhance the landscape. 

5.7 RECOMMENDED PROTECTION AND ENHANCEMENT MEASURES 

As stated above, it is recommended that the site be restored to its original state or better with regards 

to the ecological communities that will be impacted.   

5.8 IMPACTS TO ADJACENT HERITAGE FEATURES 

Should all precautions and controls be adhered to during the demolition activities and the work is 

contained to the location indicated on the site plans, there should be no impacts to adjacent heritage 

features.  

6 SUMMARY STATEMENT AND CONSERVATION RECOMMENDATIONS 

The Bexhill Sewage Pumping Station is not a significant built heritage structure in terms of both its built 

form and its negligible associations to significant persons or events.  The pumping station also has 

limited associations with the landscape itself and is not a prominent feature in the history of the 

property.   

The property in which the SPS is located, the Rattray Marsh Conservation Area, is an important cultural 

heritage landscape both for its unique natural features and ecological composition as well as for its 

many ties to prominent persons in both local and national history.   

The proposed demolition of the Bexhill Sewage Pumping Station will not compromise the ecological and 

cultural integrity of the RMCA and, with the recommendations provided within this report, will have a 

limited impact on the cultural heritage landscape resources on the site. 
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6.1 RECOMMENDATIONS 

The Ontario Heritage Act’s criteria for determining cultural heritage value or interest are as follows:  

1.  (1)  The criteria set out in subsection (2) are prescribed for the purposes of clause 29 (1) (a) of the 
Act. 

(2)  A property may be designated under section 29 of the Act if it meets one or more of the 
following criteria for determining whether it is of cultural heritage value or interest: 

1. The property has design value or physical value because it, 

i. is a rare, unique, representative or early example of a style, type, expression, material 
or construction method, 

ii. displays a high degree of craftsmanship or artistic merit, or 

 iii. demonstrates a high degree of technical or scientific achievement. 

2. The property has historical value or associative value because it, 

i. has direct associations with a theme, event, belief, person, activity, organization or 
institution that is significant to a community, 

ii. yields, or has the potential to yield, information that contributes to an understanding 
of a community or culture, or 

iii. demonstrates or reflects the work or ideas of an architect, artist, builder, designer or 
theorist who is significant to a community. 

3. The property has contextual value because it, 

i. is important in defining, maintaining or supporting the character of an area, 

ii. is physically, functionally, visually or historically linked to its surroundings, or 

iii. is a landmark. 

The property does meet several of the criteria for heritage designation under Ontario Regulation 9/06, 

the Ontario Heritage Act, given that it has several direct associations with prominent persons significant 

to the collective history of the community, as well as having contextual value as a cultural heritage 

landscape 

While the property does meet criteria for designation, the site is currently protected by a number of 

policies and designations (ANSI, Provincially Significant Wetland etc.) and is owned and operated by CVC 

as a conservation area.  Furthermore, because so much of the cultural history of the property is of an 

intangible nature (associations with historical persons) and because the current jurisdictions presiding 

over the property advocate for the protection, preservation and conservation of the environmental and 

ecological elements features of the RMCA, features which contribute to its makeup as a cultural heritage 

landscape, it is not recommended that the property be designated as a cultural heritage landscape at 

this juncture in time.   



October 21, 2011 [CULTURAL LANDSCAPE HERITAGE IMPACT STATEMENT] 

 

14 Qualifications | ECOPLANS LIMITED 

 

7 QUALIFICATIONS 

Shannon Baker, BLA, OALA, CSLA, CAHP.  

Shannon is an award-winning Senior Landscape Architect with Ecoplans (a member of the MMM Group 

Limited) and an Associate of the firm.  She is a full member of the Ontario Association of Landscape 

Architects, the Canadian Society of Landscape Architects and the Canadian Association of Heritage 

Professionals.  Shannon’s experience with historical research and site design have informed her in her 

work on restoration plans for national historic sites, design/development guideline packages for parks 

and open spaces with heritage elements, and historic streetscape design and rehabilitation guidelines.  
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This drawing has been prepared for the use of AECOM's client and may not be used,
reproduced or relied upon by third parties, except as agreed by AECOM and its client,
as required by law or for use by governmental reviewing agencies. AECOM accepts no
responsibility, and denies any liability whatsoever, to any party that modifies this
drawing without AECOM's express written consent.

Do not scale this document.  All Measurements must be obtained from stated
dimensions.
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ERIN ELDRIDGE, B.L.A.,OALA Assoc. HCF 

Landscape Architectural Intern 

PROFESSIONAL EXPERIENCE 
A background in Landscape Architecture has given Erin a strong understanding of 
both the creative and technical elements of planning and design.  Additional studies 
in ecological restoration have allowed Erin to better comprehend the complex 
relationship between people and the environment, which can be seen in the quality of 
her work. 

Erin has gained experience in both the private and public sectors of the landscape 
architecture profession and brings with her a variety of project experience.  With a 
strong interest in heritage design, planning and preservation, Erin is an Intern Member 
of the Canadian Association of Professional Heritage Consultants and is a member of 
the Heritage Canada Foundation; she has completed a variety of heritage projects 
throughout Ontario including heritage conservation district studies and plans, heritage 
impact assessment, and heritage landscape design and restoration.   

PROJECT EXPERIENCE 
Heritage Restoration and Adaptive Reuse 

► West Woodfield Heritage Conservation District Study and Plan, London, ON  
► Civic Centre Heritage Conservation District Study and Plan, Kitchener, ON  
► Sandwich Heritage Conservation District Study and Plan, Windsor, ON  
► Victoria Crescent Heritage Conservation District Study, Peer Review, Centre 

Wellington, ON  
► Wortley Village Heritage Conservation District Study, London, ON  
► Munn’s Church Heritage Restoration of Exterior Spaces and Garden Oakville, ON  
► Randwood Estates Heritage Impact Assessment, Town of Niagara-on-the-Lake, 

ON 
► Alton Village Study, Heritage Character Statement, Town of Caledon, ON 
► Highway 3 Cayuga Heritage Bridge Interpretation, Cayuga, ON 
► Windfield Estates / Canadian Film Centre Heritage Landscape design and 

restoration, Toronto, ON  

PROFESSIONAL AFFILIATIONS: 

Ontario Association of Landscape 
Architects (Associate) 

Canadian Association of Heritage 
Professionals  (Intern Member) 

Heritage Canada Foundation (Member) 

EDUCATION: 

B.L.A., School of Landscape Architecture, 
University of Guelph (2005) 

Ecosystem Restoration Graduate 
Certificate, Niagara College (2006) 

AWARDS: 

Award of Honour, American Society of 
Landscape Architects (2005) 

PROFESSIONAL BACKGROUND 

Ecoplans Limited, Kitchener, Ontario.  
Landscape Architectural Intern, 2006-
present 

Town of Milton, Milton, Ontario.  
Landscape Architectural Intern, 2006 

Lanarc Consultants Limited, Nanaimo, 
British Columbia.  Landscape Architectural 
Intern, 2004 
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Wetland, Natural Channel Design, Bio-Engineering, Streambank Stabilization and Storm Water Quality: 

► Ellis Avenue & Colborne Lodge Drive Stormwater Treatment Wetlands, Toronto, ON  
► Finch Morningside Stormwater Treatment Wetland, Scarborough, ON  
► Forbes Creek Restoration and Aquatic Rehabilitation, Cambridge, ON  
► Victoria Gardens Stormwater Management Facility, Guelph, ON  
► H2 Watercourse, Brampton, ON   
► H4 Watercourse, Brampton, ON  
► Niagara on the Green Stormwater Management Pond Ecological Enhancement, Niagara on the Lake, ON (Student Designer)* 
► 20 Mile Creek Wetland Restoration Plan, Private Landowner, Smithville, ON (Student Designer)* 

Ecosystem Restoration: 
► Coleraine Drive Valley Land Restoration and Compensation Detailed Design, Bolton, ON  
► RRL Burloak Landscape Compensation and Restoration, Oakville, ON    
► Baby Point Residence Restoration Plan, Toronto, ON  

Parks and Open Space: 

► Brookville Park Batting Cage, Milton, ON *  
► Eagle Mountain Park, Low Impact Development Community Park and Trails, Coquitlam, BC * 

Sports, Recreation & Leisure: 

► Valley Inn Road Heritage Trail and Recreational Study, Hamilton, ON  
► Victoria / Bayly Multi-Use Trail, Durham Region, ON  
► Wyldewoods Environmental Report and Trail Plan, Kitchener, ON  
► Nokiidaa Multi-Use Recreational Trail, East Gwillimbury, ON  

Urban Streetscape Design: 

► Hawthorne Village Low Impact Development Neighbourhood Design Guidelines, Nanaimo, BC*  
► Halton Hills Village East, Halton Hills, ON  
► Comox Avenue & Comox Town Square – Streetscape  Revitalization, Comox, BC *  
► Upper Middle Road Grade Separation, Burlington, ON  
► Main Street Unionville, Markham, ON  
► Queen Street, Streetscape Revitalization, Brampton, ON  
► Region of Peel Streetscape Design Guidelines, Region of Peel, ON  
► Main Street Unionville Streetscape Design, Markham, ON  
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International Border Crossings  
 
► Blue Water Bridge Canada Phase One Canadian Plaza Improvements - CBA Complex, Detailed Design and Construction 

Drawings, Sarnia, ON  
► Windsor Detroit Tunnel, Canadian Plaza Landscape Master Plan, Windsor, ON  
 
Urban Forestry: 

► Town of Milton Urban Forest Management Strategy, Milton, ON *  

Transportation Studies and Design: 

► Mississauga Bus Rapid Transit (BRT):  Concept design and design guidelines, detailed design, Mississauga, ON  

*     Denotes projects completed while with other firms 
 All project involvement was in the capacity of a Landscape Architectural Intern unless otherwise noted 
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SHANNON BAKER, BLA, OALA, CSLA 
Senior Landscape Architect 
Associate 
 
 
PROFESSIONAL EXPERIENCE 
 
Shannon’s strong imaginative planning and design concepts evolve into inspiring and 
stirring landscapes, and her familiarity with the detailed design and construction 
process allows her to bring these concepts to reality. She brings to the Ecoplans team 
extensive knowledge in restoration design for national historic sites; heritage 
conservation district studies (landscape portion) design and development guideline 
packages for parks and open spaces; commercial, institutional and industrial sites; 
stormwater management and created wetlands and naturalization strategies.  Her 
design experience is complimented by knowledge gained while problem solving with 
clients and contractors.   
 
Shannon has project and management experience in a variety of work for public and 
private clients, pursuant to the Ontario Heritage Act, Planning Act and Environmental 
Assessment Act. 
 
PROJECT EXPERIENCE 
 
Heritage Restoration and Adaptive Reuse 
 
► J.E.H MacDonald House (Group of 7)  Detailed Landscape Design, Research 

Component, Heritage Landscape Restoration Master Plan, Thornhill, ON*  
► Nicholas Waller Triangle Landscape and Heritage Preservation Plan, Ottawa, ON*  
► Amos Wright Heritage House Master Plan, Richmond Hill, ON* 
► Arboretum, Historic Recreation of Italianate Garden, University of Guelph, Guelph, 

ON*  
► Bank Street Streetscape Revitalization Plan, Ottawa ON*  
► Old East Heritage District Study, London, ON* 
► Durand/Markland Neighbourhood, Hamilton Beach Strip, Hamilton, ON*   
► Former Waterloo County Goal And Governor’s House, Region of Waterloo, 

Millennium Garden*  
► Relocation of Jackson House, Battlefield Park, Stoney Creek, ON*  
► St. Mary’s Heritage Conservation District Study, Kitchener, ON*  
► Village of Queenston Heritage Conservation District Study, Queenston, ON*  
► Vista Homes, Adaptive Reuse of the Fergus Mill, Fergus, ON*  
► Sandwich Heritage Conservation District Study and Plan, Windsor, ON  
► Civic Centre Heritage Conservation District Study, Kitchener, ON 
► West Woodfield Heritage Conservation District Study and Plan, London, ON 
► Randwood Estates Heritage Impact Assessment, Town of Niagara-on-the-Lake, ON 
► Alton Village Study, Heritage Character Statement, Town of Caledon, ON 

PROFESSIONAL AFFILIATIONS: 
 
Ontario Association of Landscape 
Architects (Member) 

Canadian Society of Landscape Architect 
(Member)  

Canadian Association of Heritage 
Professionals  (Member) 

Society for Ecological Restoration 
(Member) 

 
EDUCATION: 

2000 

B.L.A., School of Landscape 
Architecture, University of Guelph  

CERTIFICATION/COURSES: 

2005  

Environmental Conservation Certificate, 
University of Guelph  

2008 

Temperate Wetland Training Course, 
Ministry of Natural Resources and the 
Trent Institute for Watershed Science  

AWARDS: 

2005 

Award of Merit, Communication, 
Canadian Association of Professional 
Heritage Consultants (CAPHC), Historical 
Research of the Thoreau MacDonald 
Property 

2005 

Award Regional Honour, Research, 
Canadian Society of Landscape 
Architects (CSLA), Historical Research 
of the Thoreau MacDonald Property 



ECOLOGY  

LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE  

URBAN DESIGN  

ENVIRONMENTAL PLANNING   

HYDROGEOLOGY 

S. Baker | General | November 2010 | p.2   

 
Urban Design, Transportation and Streetscape 
 
► Region of Peel Streetscape Design Guidelines, Region of Peel. 
► Main Street Unionville Streetscape Design, Markham, ON. 
► Howard Avenue Grade Separation Streetscape Design and Construction Drawings, Windsor ON.  
► City of Hamilton Emergency Services Commemorative Square, Hamilton ON.* 
► Woodroffe Street Restoration, Ottawa, ON.  
► Terry Fox Drive Road Improvements, Ottawa, ON.   
► Main Street Village Entry Features and Streetscape Landscape Development, Town of Milton, ON*  
► Gwillimbury GO Transit Station Landscape Plan, East Gwillimbury, ON* 
► Bank Street Streetscape Plan, City of Ottawa, ON*  
► Terry Fox Drive Streetscape Plan, City of Ottawa, ON*  
► Gordon/Norfolk Street Reconstruction Streetscape Design and Construction Drawings, City of Guelph, ON* 
► Wyndham Street Reconstruction Streetscape Design and Construction Drawings, City of Guelph, ON* 
► Highway 407 East Completion Individual Environmental Assessment/Preliminary Design 
► Hwy 401 Kingston: Sydenham Road to Montreal Street: Vegetation assessment (impacts to existing vegetation) and 

detailed landscape design for highway road widening project. 
► Highway 60 Kearney and Clarke Creek Bridge Replacements: Detailed landscape design associated with aquatic 

habitat restoration and slope stabilization. 
► QEW : Burloak Drive to Guelph Line:  Vegetation assessment of potential impacts associated with highway 

improvements. 
► Dundas Street, from 350m east of Fourth Line to 70m east of Lion's Valley Park Road, Detail Design.  Detailed 

landscape design associated with streetscape, as well as DFO Compensation at Sixteen Mile Creek 
 
International Border Crossings  
 
► Gateway Landscape, Confederation Bridge Plaza, Borden, Prince Edward Island (Project Landscape Architect) 
► Blue Water Bridge Canada Canadian Plaza Improvements – Landscape Master Plan, Sarnia, ON (Project Landscape 

Architect). 
► Blue Water Bridge Canada Phase One Canadian Plaza Improvements - CBA Complex, Detailed Design and 

Construction Drawings, Sarnia, ON (Project Landscape Architect). 
► Windsor Detroit Tunnel, Canadian Plaza Landscape Master Plan, Windsor, ON. (Project Landscape Architect). 
 
Wetland, Natural Channel Design, Bio-Engineering Streambank Stabilization and Storm Water Quality Projects 
 
► Grenadier Pond Constructed Treatment Wetlands, Toronto, ON* 
► Springdale Neighbourhood 10-02 and 902 Natural Channel Design and Valleyland Restoration. Brampton, ON* 
► Prince of Wales Subdivision, SWM Facilities and Bio-Retention System Concept Master Plan. Ottawa, ON* 
► Mississauga Gateway Centre SWM Pond and Buffer Treatments, Mississauga, ON* 
► Great Cataraqui River Utilities Crossing Project, James Street Landscape Rehabilitation Plan, Kingston, ON*  
► Great Cataraqui River Utilities Crossing Project, River Street Pumping Station Landscape Rehabilitation Plan, 

Kingston, ON* 
► Great Cataraqui River Utilities Crossing Project, Shoreline Landscape Rehabilitation and Fish Habitat Compensation 

Plan, Kingston, ON*  
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► Rymal Road Natural Channel Design, Landscape Rehabilitation and Fish Habitat Compensation Plan, Hamilton, ON*  
► Stoney Creek Natural Channel Design, Landscape Rehabilitation and Fish Habitat Compensation Plan, Hamilton, ON 
► Binbrook Natural Channel Design, Landscape Rehabilitation and Fish Habitat Compensation Plan, Hamilton, ON*  
► Stoney Creek Flood Control Structure Rehabilitation Plans, London, ON 
► Westdale Creek Rehabilitation, Hamilton ON 
► Sixteen Mile Creek at Dundas Street, Landscape Rehabilitation and Fish Habitat Compensation Plan, Oakville, ON 
► East Sheldon Creek, Valley Restoration and Fish Habitat Compensation 
 
Sports, Recreation and Leisure 
 
► Fort Erie Equestrian Trail Master Plan, Fort Erie, ON*  
► Georgian Manor Resort Master Plan, Collingwood, ON*  
► Haliburton County Rail Trail Master Plan, Haliburton, ON*  
► Head Lake Trail Feasibility Study, Haliburton, ON*  
► Meech Lake Site Management Strategy, Gatineau Park, ON*  
► North Kanata Trunk Sewer Line Extension Landscape Rehabilitation and Trail Realignment, Ottawa, ON*  
► Saugeen Shores Parks and Trails Master Plan, Saugeen Shores, ON* 
► South End Community Park Phase 1 and 11 Detailed Design and Construction Administration, Guelph, ON*  
► Valley Inn Road Heritage Trail and Recreational Study, Hamilton, ON 
 

*    denotes projects completed while with other firms. 
 

PROFESSIONAL BACKGROUND 
 
2005- Present | Ecoplans Limited 

 
► Ecoplans Limited, Kitchener, Ontario.  Project Landscape Architect, Professional Heritage Consultant (2005-present) 
► ESG International-Stantec Consulting, Guelph, Ontario, Landscape Architect, Intern Heritage Consultant (2002-2005) 
► Wendy Shearer Landscape Architect Limited. Guelph, Ontario.  Intern Landscape Architect (2000-2002) 

 
ACADEMIC  EXPERIENCE 
 
2007 – Guest Critic, School of Environmental Design and Rural Development, University of Guelph 
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