
Neighbours of
Mississauga’s
Natural Areas

A Comprehensive
Information Booklet
for Property Owners

Living Near Natural Areas 



Living next to a natural area has many benefits 
that only a few of us can enjoy each and every day
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You can make a difference

Dear Resident:

As a resident of property bordering a natural area, you 
enjoy many benefits and opportunities not available to 
residents in other neighbourhoods. Just outside your 
back door you have the opportunity to witness nature’s 
beauty up close, in the midst of an urban setting.
You can benefit from the quiet and privacy that natural 
areas afford. And by living so close to a natural area, 
you can have an active and positive influence on the 
city’s vast network of woodlands, marshes and streams. 

By being a steward to the natural space in your area, you not only
increase and protect the value of your own property investment, you can make an
important contribution to the entire community as well. Besides being aesthetically
pleasing, natural areas provide space for recreational uses such as hiking and
fishing, they provide important wildlife habitats for both plants and animals. 
And, in a city landscape, these natural ecosystems, with their root systems and
other features, play a crucial role in flood prevention, erosion control, air quality
and protecting water quality in Lake Ontario. 

The City of Mississauga prides itself on its commitment to enhancing the city’s
natural spaces, both for our generation and for those to come. We have ensured
their protection and preservation by establishing a variety of green policies and
regulations, by pursuing ongoing naturalization projects and by developing
woodland management plans. These initiatives are all important. However, the
survival of our natural spaces depends on the concern and involvement of
Mississauga residents as well. When it comes right down to it, it is the practices 
of the neighbouring communities and users that determine the health and 
well-being of our natural areas.

* note bold words found in Glossary - page 10
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1. Avoid the temptation
to ‘clean up’ natural areas

While it is helpful when residents
remove human litter such as coffee
cups, paper, cans or other garbage, it
is important for native plant
material, including fallen trees or
dead branches, to be left alone.
Native ground cover plants provide
food and shelter for wildlife. Dead
leaves and wood return vital nutrients
to the soil as they decompose.
Pruning and removing anything that
has grown in a natural area can cause
damage to woodland trees and can
slow the regeneration of saplings and
understorey brush upon which the
future growth of the forest depends.
Clipping and trimming is necessary in
manicured park settings, but it is
harmful in natural areas.

2. Use environmentally safe
alternatives to herbicides
and insecticides when
treating your lawn
and garden.

Chemicals, when used on your
property, can inadvertently end up
entering surrounding natural areas,
either by vapor drift through the air,
by surface run off during heavy rains
or by percolating through the soil.
Elevated levels of nitrogen that come
from concentrations of fertilizer can
cause damage to native species: trees
shrubs, woodland flowers, wildlife

and fish. When pesticides percolate
through the soil, they enter the
groundwater and eventually leach
into and pollute nearby streams and
creeks. These creeks and streams
flow into Lake Ontario, our primary
source of drinking water. 

3. Avoid attracting wildlife
out of the natural areas

When wildlife leave natural areas and
enter nearby properties, they can
create a disturbance to residents who
often respond by having them
exterminated by calling Animal
Services. You can help prevent this by
keeping garbage and compost
properly stored in animal-proof
containers, by refraining from taming
and feeding wildlife, and by reducing
your use of bird feeders which often
attract rodent and predators of small
animals, as well as birds.  

4. Prevent encroachment
Encroachment is the use of natural
areas for inappropriate or personal
use. Preventing encroachment is the
most significant way to protect our
natural areas. For the most part,
encroachment occurs because
neighbouring homeowners are
unaware of appropriate uses of
natural areas. 

In many cases, residents encroach on
natural areas in an attempt to bring
their property into the natural area
for increased enjoyment. However,
structures, landscaping, unauthorized
paths or alterations to the land can
contribute to the deterioration of the
natural areas. This includes children’s
play equipment, patios, stairs, pool
backwash/overflow discharge, flower
beds, garden and lighting. The
removal of forest undergrowth can 
be especially destructive. These 

How can YOU help?
Many residents make efforts to look after natural areas adjacent to their properties. However,
even good intentions can have a negative impact when residents do not have the necessary
information about what a natural area needs in order to thrive. To that end, we have compiled a
short list of tips on how you can ensure the well-being of the natural space in your area.

Even good intentions can contribute negatively when you
don’t have the necessary information about natural areas

Sawmill CreekA typical woodland area
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areas are extremely fragile and not
able to survive such influences 
and interferences.
For additional information on what 
are considered encroachments on 
City Parkland, contact Mississauga’s 
Recreation and Parks Division 
at 3-1-1 (outside of Mississauga 
905-615-4311) or visit the City’s 
website: www.mississauga.ca. 
5. Waste and natural areas
Dumping and composting
biodegradable material in natural
areas may seem like a good idea, but
in fact it can cause a lot of  damage.
Piled material, such as grass
clippings, takes a long time to
decompose thereby smothering
plants underneath and destroying an
important habitat. This activity is one
of the contributing factors of
introduction of invasive plants

into natural areas. Furthermore, 
the nutrients produced during
decomposition are in unnatural,
centralized concentrations.

Dumping of waste materials such 
as oils, paints and solvents,
construction debris and pesticides
can seriously harm natural areas and
contribute to contaminating water
courses that drain ravines and
valleys. Such contamination can
eventually reach Lake Ontario. Please
dispose of wastes materials correctly.
For information on how to properly
dispose of hazardous materials 
please contact the Region of Peel at
905-791-9499 or visit their web site:
www.region.peel.on.ca

6. Do not introduce invasive
species to the area

In order for natural areas to thrive, it

is important to establish and maintain
a balance of inter-dependent, co-
existing native plant species. One
way that this balance can be
disturbed is when invasive plant
species establish themselves among
native species.  Invasive plant
species are usually not native to the
area. They  characteristically have
rapid growth and maturation, as
well as prolific seed production and
dispersal systems. Because of this,
such species often spread at a
rampant rate, crowding out native
species. Since they are usually not
from the area, few natural control
mechanisms exist, such as insects
or diseases that will attack them.
Their fast growth and physical
structure often allow invasive
species to out-compete native
plants for essential needs such as
nutrients, water, and sunlight. 

Once established, the control of
invasive plants is very difficult.
Controlling these plants usually
involves costly removal processes
such as herbicide application or
manual cutting and removal. Control
procedures can also contribute to
further damage to native  species, as
it can be disruptive to the natural
ecosystem. In some cases of species
invasion, there can be no recovery of
the native species in the natural areas. 

Accordingly, it is important for
residents to refrain from mowing,
removing forest understorey, and
shrub layer or disturbing the land,
since these activities encourage the
establishment of invasive species. 

Dumping of yard waste is bad news
for any natural area. The best solution

is to reduce and recycle as much as
possible through proper composting
methods on your property. It is
important for residents to seal yard
waste and store it far away from
natural areas. Yard waste often aids in
the dispersal of invasive plant species;
some plants can propagate and spread
through even the tiniest clippings.
Birds and animals that feed on the
seeds of invasive species in the yard
clippings on your property often carry
these seeds back to the natural areas
and drop them there where they
propagate. Alternatively, put your yard
waste out for curbside collection. 

The planting activities on your
property can also have an impact on
our natural areas. When landscaping
and planting on your property, try to
use native, non-invasive species of
plants. Planting native plants in your
gardens is a great way of bringing
other aspects of the natural areas
(such as songbirds and other plants)
into your backyard. If you must plant
non-native species, try to select non-
invasive or non-aggressive species
which are more likely to stay
contained within your property.

It’s the communities bordering our parks and ravines that
determine the health and well-being of our natural areas



Invasive Tree Species Effects on Natural Area Alternatives to consider

Invasive Shrub Species Effects on Natural Area Alternatives to consider

A few trees which are of concern when planted near natural areas:

Check with your local nursery or contact 
Mississauga’s Parks Natural Areas Coordinator for alternatives to 

aggressive invasive species suitable for planting near natural areas...
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A few shrubs which are of concern when planted near natural areas:

Norway Maple Dominates forest canopy Native maple species
Horsechestnut Invades forests...leads to dominate Native chestnut
Tree of Heaven Dominates early successional forest Black walnut
Amur Maple Competes with early successional Native Mountain Maple, hop tree

forest species
Russian Olive Invades meadows and shrub communities Native viburnums, redbud, 

native pin cherry, chokecherry
White Mulberry Hybridizes with the rare red mulberry Native witch-hazel, native serviceberry, 

pin cherry, chokecherry
Lilac Dominates forest edge Native red mulberry, pin cherry, 

chokecherry
Scots Pine Invades meadows White pine, red pine, white spruce

Any of the non-native Dominates forest understorey, Native dogwood species,
Honeysuckles invades meadows and forest edges elderberry, nannyberry,

native highbush cranberry
Autumn Olive Dominates forest edge Serviceberry, nannyberry,

witch-hazel, red mulberry,
native highbush cranberry, native alders

European Highbush Cranberry Invades forest edge, meadows Native dogwoods, elderberry, 
nannyberry, serviceberry, 
American highbush cranberry,
native alders

Non-Native shrub willows Invades meadows and wetlands Pussy willow, shining willow,
slender willow, Bebb’s willow

Burning Bush Invades forest understorey Native serviceberry, native highbush 
cranberry, elderberry, nannyberry, 
native euonymus



A few ground cover species which are of concern when planted near natural areas:

Check with your local nursery or contact 
Mississauga’s Parks Natural Areas Coordinator for alternatives to 

aggressive invasive species suitable for planting near natural areas...

Invasive Ground Cover Species Effects on Natural Area Alternatives to consider
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Goutweed Dominates forest understorey
Japanese Euonymus Invades and dominates forest
English Ivy Invades forest understorey
Periwinkle Dominates forest understorey
Creeping Bellflower Invades forest edges and meadows
Yellow Flag Invades wetlands
Dames Rocket Dominates open forest understorey

and meadows
Multiflora Rose Dominates forest edge
Orange Daylily Dominates meadows
Lily of the Valley Invades forest understorey

Virginia Creeper, 
Native Euonymus, 
Blue Flag, 
Big Bluestem, 
Little Bluestem, 
Solomon’s Seal, 
Trillium, 
Native Ferns, 
Mayapple, 
Canada Mayflower, 
Trout Lilies, 
Native Roses, 
Wild Strawberry, 
Little Blue-eyed Grass, 
Native Primrose, 
Native Blueberry, 
Milkweed, 
Goldenrod, 
Asters.

Invasive non-native ground cover species suppressing native flora in natural areas

Goutweed in 

Thornlodge Park

Climbing euonymus in

Whiteoaks Parks



The Coyote and Red Fox 
Coyotes and foxes have managed to
survive in urban areas by living along
river valleys and in wooded areas.
They choose secluded spots for their
dens and often use abandoned holes,
created by animals such as
groundhogs, to nurse their young.
Coyotes are a predator of the red 
fox and therefore you will not see
them together.  

Some resident are concerned that
coyotes and foxes living in natural
areas near their property may pose a
threat to family and pets. These
animals are curious but shy and will
usually avoid confrontation.
However, children and pets should
not be left unattended in areas where
coyote and foxes are known to be
living, especially around dusk and
dawn when they are most active.
Children should be taught not to

approach or feed wild animals and 
to alert an adult if someone has 
been bitten.  

Coyote and fox prey on the small
animals attracted by garbage and
compost. That is why animal-proof
containers are so important.

Birds that gather around bird feeders
and the rodents that feed on spilled
seeds will also attract coyotes and
foxes. Foxes will live on your
property if they can find shelter,
therefore, you should make sure
there are no piles of debris or spaces
under decks and sheds where they
can make a home.  

As long as residents take these
suggestions into consideration they
shouldn't have problems with these
animals. Keep in mind the fox and
coyotes play an important role in our
natural ecosystems, especially in
urban areas where they keep the
rodent population under control.

Living With Wildlife
As much as most of us enjoy catching a glimpse of a deer
gracefully walking by or ducks swimming in a pond, there are
some forms of wildlife which can be a nuisance to residents
living near natural areas. Many of these animals would be
happier in their natural habitat but will come out if they can
find more food or shelter on your property. Wildlife such as
raccoons, coyotes, foxes, skunks and snakes will look for places
to live on your property, especially if they can find food there.
That is why it is important that all debris piles, openings under
porches and structures, and access points to roofs and attics be
eliminated. Feeding of wildlife, either intentional or inadvertent,
will cause animals to become unnaturally dependent on
handouts. It is a good idea to keep your garbage in animal
proof containers, not leave pet food out and keep compost away
from natural areas.

Many animals are happier in their natural habitat but 
will emerge if they find food or shelter on your property

RaccoonRed Fox
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Rodents 
Rodents have adapted to living in
urban settings extremely well. They
are prolific breeders all year long and
can squeeze through tiny spaces in
search of food or shelter. They are
excellent jumpers and climbers. If
rodents are a problem in your area it
is essential to look at ways of
preventing them from entering your
home, such as properly store food
inside your house; food sources
should not be kept in the open. 

HINT: 
To protect your garden from
foraging wildlife try spraying
it with wildlife repellent which
can be purchased at any
garden centre. 

Or try this recipe:
1 L of water,
1 head of garlic, 1 onion
Mix contents in blender. 

Snakes 
There are no species of poisonous
snakes in Southern Ontario. However,
when provoked many species of
snakes will try to defend themselves
by striking or biting. Similar to other
kinds of wildlife, snakes will be
attracted to your property if they can
find food and shelter. Since they are
cold-blooded and seek warm areas to
heat their bodies they can be seen
sunning them-selves in open areas
during warmer months. Incidents
with snakes can be avoided if they
are left alone.

You can help keep wildlife in their natural habitat where they belong
Eastern Chipmunk

Snowshoe Hare

Gray Squirrel

Northern Brown Snake



Resident’s Concerns
Q: What can I do about the rodents
and nuisance animals attracted to my
property because of natural areas? 

A: Animals will only come out of

their natural habitat if they can find

food elsewhere. Make sure to keep

garbage and compost properly

contained and away from natural

areas. Seeds that spill from bird

feeders can also attract rodents. 

Q: Will weeds spread from natural
areas into my garden and lawn? 

A: Probably. There is little that can

be done to prevent the migration 

of weeds from natural areas. 

The city has an obligation to deal

with nuisance weeds as required. 

Where possible, in some of the

naturalization projects, the city has

maintained a mowing strip between

privately owned properties and the

natural areas to keep fence lines

clear of vegetation.  

Q: What about my allergies?  

A: The City of Mississauga is

concerned about this issue and regular

attempts are made to remove offending

weeds from the natural areas.  

Q: Is there a fire hazard posed by
natural areas? 

A: This is dependent on the types of

natural area. Safety is the foremost

concern of the city. In areas of

special concern, mowing strips

between natural areas and

residential properties may serve 

as fire breaks. 

Q: Should I be concerned about
safety in natural areas? 

A: Hiking trails and designated

paths through natural areas are not

illuminated in the evening. Users

should take reasonable precautions

when entering these natural areas

after dusk, especially through the

seasonal changing daylight hours. 

Q: Should I be concerned about West
Nile Virus (WNV)when living next to
a natural area?

A: Natural areas such as swamps,

marshes, creeks and their

floodplains breed mosquitoes of

many different species, the majority

of which are not responsible for the

amplification of WNV in the

environment. However, areas

where there are temporary pools are

believed to be the most important.

Areas of open or flowing water do

not make good mosquito breeding

habitats. Natural areas present

special challenges and concerns for

mosquito control. Any intervention

in these areas must take care not to

unnecessarily disrupt the existing

ecosystem. While many mosquitoes

are present, many may not be

important vectors of WNV. For

example, the large number of Aedes

mosquitoes that emerge in the

spring are thought to play little if

any role in WNV transmission.

Another difficulty is that many

areas of stagnant water that produce

mosquitoes are present for only a

week or so following a rain.

Q: The natural area behind my
property looks messy. 

A: Some immature natural areas

may sometimes look messy until they

have had time to develop into mature

woodlands. But no matter what stage

of development a natural area is in,

the benefits of these areas are great

and should not be overlooked. 
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Conclusion: 
With natural areas in almost every neighbourhood, Mississauga offers you a unique opportunity to
enjoy and experience nature in the midst of an urban environment. Your awareness, understanding
and cooperation are necessary for the preservation of these precious areas. We hope that this
booklet has given you some tips and information on how you can contribute to the health and
success of our natural areas.

Let’s really work together with nature 
and all it has to offer us... naturally

Fallen trees are common in natural areas



Biodiversity
The range of organisms in a
community or region. Can be the
numbers or types of species; the
relative abundance or distribution of
species; or genetic variation species. 

Canopy
The tops or crowns of the tallest
trees combined together. 

Ecosystem
A community of organisms and the
physical environment they inhabit
and depend on, functioning as a unit.

Encroachment 
When a property owner exceeds
their property limits and intrudes
onto City-owned property, either
deliberately or inadvertently. 

Invasive plant
Aggressive growing non-native plant
that stifles the growth of native plants.

Native species
A species that originated in a
specified area and could be found
there naturally. 

Natural areas
Protected areas within the city
containing natural features.

Naturalization
A process by which alternative land
management practices encourage
the regeneration of an ecosystem.

Shrub Layer
The layer of small shrubs and trees
beneath the forest understorey. 

Understorey
The layer of smaller trees beneath
the forest canopy. 

Watershed
Is an area of land that is drained by 
a river or a stream.

Help protect our urban & natural forests 
by not moving wood 

Glossary

Illustration from A FIELD GUIDE TO THE ECOLOGY OF EASTERN FORESTS by John Kricher and

Gordon Morrison. Illustration ©1989 by Gordon Morrison. Reprinted by permission of Houghton

Mifflin Company. All rights reserved.

Understorey

Shrub Layer

Herbs/Ferns

Canopy
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Stop the spread of destructive
pests by not moving firewood 
or other types of wood 
from regulated areas. 
These include: trees, 
nursery stock, pruned branches,
logs and forest products
with bark attached.
The Asian Long-horned Beetle 

is a destructive beetle which
attacks hardwood trees, including
maple, elm, poplars, birch and
willow. It is under eradication in the
Toronto/Vaughan area in Ontario.

The Emerald Ash Borer is killing

ash trees in Southwestern Ontario 
and control measures are in 

place there to prevent its 
spread.  These beetles are 

native to Asia.
For further information 
on the identification, signs 

of, or symptons please call the Urban 
Forestry Section at 3-1-1 (outside of 
Mississauga 905-615-4311) 
or visit the CFIA’s website at
www.inspection.gc.ca or 
call the Canadian Food Inspection 
Agency toll free at 1-800-442-2342 
Toronto: 416-665-5055

Posters are available in English 
and French. To obtain copies 
please contact the CFIA directly. 
Ce document est aussi disponible 
en français. S’il vous plâit contracter
le CFIA pour les copies.  Images of
insects courtesy of CFIA.

Asian Long-horned Beetle

Emerald Ash Borer



For additional information on
“living with wildlife”, please
contact Mississauga’s Animal
Services or visit our website:
www.mississauga.ca/animalservices

Corporate Services Department

Animal Services
Wildlife line
905-896-5862

For additional information on all
City environmental policies and
initiatives, please contact the
Environmental Division or visit 
our website:
www.mississauga.ca/environment

Transportation and Works

Department

Infrastructure and Environmental
Planning Division
905-896-5170

Planning and Building

Department

Policy Planning Division 
905-615-3200 ext. 5538

For additional information
about Mississauga’s Natural
Area’s please contact the
following Departments, or visit
our website:
www.mississauga.ca/rec&parks

Community Services Department

Parks Division 3-1-1 
(outside of Mississauga 
905-615-4311)

Mississauga’s rivers and streams are
divided into watershed areas. There are
three Conservation Agencies in
Mississauga which govern all watershed
areas, Toronto and Region Conservation,
Credit Valley Conservation, and
Conservation Halton.

For additional information on
the watershed in your
community, please contact the
following Conservation Agencies:
Credit Valley Conservation

(Hurontario Street to 
Western City Limits)
905-670-1615
www.creditvalleycons.com

Toronto and Region Conservation 

(East City Limits to Hurontario Street)

416-661-6600

www.trca.on.ca

Conservation Halton

(North of Britannia Road and 
West of Tenth Line to City Limits)
905-336-1158
www.conservationhalton.on.ca

For additional information on
West Nile Virus call:
Region of Peel

Health Line Peel
905-799-7700 
www.peel-bugbite.ca

For additional information on
Asian Long-Horn Beetle and
Emerald Ash Borer call:
Canadian Food Inspection Agency

1-800-442-2342
www.inspection.gc.ca

For additional information on
being a good natural neighbour,
we suggest:
• Johnson, Lorraine, 1995. The Ontario

Natural Garden. Whitecap Books,
Toronto, Ontario.

• Johnson, Lorraine, 1999. 100 Easy-to-
Grow Native Plants for Canadian
Gardens, Random House, Toronto.

• Ministry of Natural Resources, 1990.
Landscaping for Wildlife, Queen’s
Printer for Ontario, Ontario.

• Rubin, Carole, 1989. How to Get Your
Lawn & Garden Off Drugs, Friends of
the Earth, Ottawa, Ontario

• Rubin, Carole, 2002. How to Get Your
Lawn Off Grass, Harbour Publishing,
Maderia Park, B.C.

• Federation of Ontario Naturalists,
Brochures on wildlife habitats,
preservation of natural areas, 355
Lesmill Road, Don Mills, ON M3B 2W8
416-444-8419, 1-800-440-2366 or visit
their website:www.ontarionature.org

If you would like to receive a copy of 

the “Mississauga’s Natural Areas... 

What everyone should know about our 
protected areas” booklet, please contact 

the Parks Division at 3-1-1 (outside of 
Mississauga 905-615-4311)

To find out more about the natural area in your community or if you would like to be 
involved in conservation efforts, please contact Mississauga’s Parks Natural Areas 
Coordinator with the Recreation and Parks Division at 3-1-1 (outside of Mississauga 
905-615-4311).

City of Mississauga
Community Services Department 
Parks Division
3235 Mavis Road Mississauga, ON L5C 1T7

Tel.: 3-1-1
(outside of Mississauga 905-615-4311) 
www.mississauga.ca
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