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Spatial Separation between Houses 
In applying OBC Division B, Sentences 9.10.15.4 (1) and (2), the following example illustrates two methods of calculating allowable glazed 
area and the different results that can be obtained. 

 

Method 1 
OBC 9.10.15.4 (1) 
  · Limiting Distance (Ld)............................................ 2M 
  · Area of Exposed Building Face............................... 10 x 3 = 30 SQM 
  · Table 9.10.15.4 (With Area = 30 SQM, Ld = 2M) Allowable Percentage of Glazed Openings = 12% 
  · Allowable Glazed Area = 3.6 SQM 
  
Method 2 
OBC 9.10.15.4 (2) 
  
(Wall Area 1) 
  · Limiting Distance (Ld)............................................ 2M 
  · Area of Exposed Building Face............................... 3x3 = 9 SQM 
  · Table 9.10.15.4 (With Area=30 SQM, Ld =2.0M), Allowable Percentage of Glazed Openings = 12% 
  · Allowable Glazed Openings (Wall Area 1) 9 SQM@ 12% = 1.08 SQM 
  
(Wall Area 2) 
  · Limiting Distance (Ld)............................................ 3M 
  · Area of Exposed Building Face............................... 3 x 5 = 15 SQM 
  · Table 9.10.15.4 (With Area = 30 SQM, Ld = 3M), Allowable Percentage of Glazed Openings = 23% 
  · Allowable Glazed Openings (Wall Area 2) 15 SQM @ 23% = 3.45 SQM 
  
(Wall Area 3) 
  · Limiting Distance (Ld)............................................ 2.5M 
  · Area of Exposed Building Face............................... 2x3 = 6 SQM 
  · Table 9.10.15.4 (With Area = 30 SQM, Ld = 2.5M) Allowable Percentage of Glazed Openings = 17% 
  · Allowable Glazed Openings (Wall Area 3) 6 SQM @ 17% = 1.02 SQM 
 

Total Glazed Area 
        = Wall Area 1 + Wall Area 2 + Wall Area 3 
        = 1.08 + 3.45 + 1.02 
        = 5.55 SQM 
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Summary 
Method 1 Maximum Allowable Area of Glazed Openings = 3.6 SQM 
Method 2 Maximum Allowable Area of Glazed Openings = 5.55 SQM 
 

 

 


