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Revisiting the Arsenal kands

»Lakeview (not Long Branch!)
»Rifle Ranges, Aerodrome & Small Arms Ltd.






EARLY HISTORY

» The majority of the
Colonel Smith Tract was
sold by the family )y
between 1865 and 1872

> By 1877, Lots 5 & 6,
Con. 3, SDS came to be
owned by the Halliday
and Hamilton families

» Utilized for farming

7

Lakeview area from 1877
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RIFLE RANGES: THE BEGINNING

2

By, -3 » Ontario Rifle Association

LONG BRANCH RIFLE RANGE

GEA AR S formed in 1868 for Militia
forc i T 2 P Training
S » Used Garrison Common In
ey s s Toronto
this area, and mgm ; n'ﬁ land
is strictly .
T » City of Toronto requested

they relocate in 1881

» Property secured in
Lakeview (Lot 5, Con.
SDS) in 1891

> Named the Long
Rifle Ranges




» Decline

» Fire in 1944

» Tragedy in 1945:
Raymond McGinnis/

» Ranges closed In

1957

» Short range utiliZed
for a period’of time
by SmallArms Ltd.
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» Aerodrome as defined by Aeronautics Act: “an area of land or water used,
designed, prepared, equipped or set apart for the arrival, departure,
movement or servicing of aircrafts including any buildings;installations,
and equipment situated thereon or associated therewith.”




» Curtiss Aeroplanes and Motors Ltd. Registered on April 12t
1915 (McCurdy appointed Managing Director)

» Agreement signed that Canadian-trained pilots for the
Navy Air Service (RNAS) to be trained here

> Recruitment: 19 to 23 years of age, had to be Briti
of “pure European descent”, had to pass intervi
examination, training was at their own expens

subjects
and medical
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» John Alexander Douglas McCurdy, Canada’s first aviator
> Flew the “Silver Dart” in Nova Scotia in 1909
» Long Branch Aerodrome

> Chief Instructor Theodore Macauley with flying asst
Acosta and Guy Gilpatric

> First flight: June 22, 1915
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orn on~Aug.”2,"1886." In 'his' te
came to Toronto to study engine!
the University of . Toronto,
and . then: returned: to. hi
home in th'e,Maritsi)x(‘)r}’e

ey

- early: y_ear';of World War I, the c_mlyf u&ay

Canjadianswould serve in Britain’s air
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1939, the Canaaios
him in charge of all aircrait pu..

-And; following the end of that war, in
recognition of his service to his country,
he was appointed Lieutenant-Governor of
Nova Scotia and, in 1947, returned to his
native province as a hero. -

By the 1960s all traces of the historic
airfield in Long Branch had disappeared;




» 400 minutes, $400
» At their own expense

» Flying school closed In
December of 1916

» 261 graduates in 2 years

(108 served with RNAS, 21
with RFC)

> Later became the air and
ground training school for
cadets

> Theory & practical






Boat
» Training was then
transferred to the Curtiss

JN-3 “Jenny” tandem
control

» Instruction: 5:30am to
noon, 2:20pm to 8 pm,
weather permitting

» Students had to complete
3 solo flights, multiple
SIS

> Trained pilots for both the
RNAF and RFC



AVIATORS GO TO BRITAIN
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FIRST TEN GRADUATES OF THE CURTISS AVIATION SCHOOL, TORONTO

eft to right, standing: Douglas Hay, Eric McLachlin, Homer Smith, Jimmy Day (mechanic), Claire MacLaurin, Innes

an Nostrand, and Douglas Joy
Seated: Grant Gooderham, Strachan Ince, Victor Carlstrom (Pilot Instructor), Charles Geale, and Warner Peberdy

Figure 7 Source: Ellis, 1954

> July 11t 1915






Image courtesy of Dave Cook,
“Fading History: Volume 1~
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closed on Decemk
1916

» Airfield taken over by the
Imperial Munitions Board

» Long Branch airfield
became home to the
Royal Flying Corp Cadet

Wing training program ,f
1 SREPREL :'T'Tr's&

~ Established January 229, | "A'
1917 | —













In May, 1915, Curtiss Aeroplanes and Motors, Ltd. established
Canada’s first aerodrome and flying school on this site. The
school, and the Curtiss aireraft factory on Strachan Avenue
fn Toronto, were managed byJohn A.D. McCurdy, Canada's first
aviator, Most of ‘the graduates went to England at thefr
own expense, fo join the Roydl Elying Corps or the Royal
Naval Air Service. When the Royal Elying Corps, Canada, was
created in January, 1917 its first {lying units were based
at Long Branch. Later that year, when Armour Heights and
Leaside were prepared for flying, Long Branch became the
ground - training school for the cadet: wing ‘of the R

Brectod by the Archasolozical and Historic Sites Board,
Department o Public Records ﬁ cchives of Omtario

o
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igure 10: Canada's First Aerodrome Historical Plaque







» Lots 4-9, C
purchased by the
Department of National
Defence from the Ontario
Militia Department in
1935

» A Crown Corporation, =B
Small Arms Ltd., was , . "%
created on August 7, .
1940 — /‘

> The Intention was to build

an arms manufacturing
facility



» By June 1941, the
weapons were produced
at this facility

» General Manager was
Colonel Malcolm Jolley

> By the end of 1941, Small
Arms Ltd. Employed
1200 people and had
produced 7589 rifles




> Women from all over

Canada were employed in
the company

> In 1942, 200 prefabricated
homes and a women’s
dormitory were built to
house workers In th
Lakeview and Lo
Branch area




on Decem

» The plant had employed
some 14,000 workers

» Produced over 900,000
Lee Enfield Rifles and over
126,000 Mark Il Sten
machine guns, as well as
many other weapons and
ammunition needed to
support the war effort




WAR-TIME PRODUCTION

TOTAL SMALL ARMS PRODUCTION

Volume (units) Value (millions of dollars)
Description 1939-40 1941 . 1942 1943 1944 1945  Total |[1939-40 1941 1942 1943 1944 1945 Total

Rifles and Pistols ... 6,847 220,240 394,349 391,228 190,500 1,203,164 || .. 1220 17 11 60

i

1,391 17,860 93,102 159,507 105916 18102 395878| 1 7 30 60 45 8 151
e 1032 72234 55420 34075 5589 168850( .. .. 2 10 o7 1 40

e

Magazines, Spare
Barrels, Tripods 9,742 43,885 3,581,235 2,604,920 15075 6.254.857




> In 1946, the site bec
home to Canadian
Arsenals production
facilities

» Produced engine
components, vehicle parts
and engine shafts, as well
as arms, for the Canadian
Army

> Production ceased at the
facility in 1974




BUILDING 12

~ Over time, all of the
buildings have been
removed from the site,
with the exception of
Building #12 — formerly
the Rifle Inspection
Facility

> Located at 1352
Lakeshore Road E.

» Utilized as a Regio
Training Facility b
Ontario Power

Generation (
TRCA)

ned by







Girls Wanted |
Aged 18 to 35

Single or Married without Children
And with a Soldier Husband

Those engaged in Agriculture or
Wartime Industries not Accepted

We Arrange for your Room and Board
Finest Working Conditions in a Modern Plant
Good Food at Low Prices
Special Girls Club in Separate Building with a
Variety of Athletic and Lounging Rooms

> Veronica Foster e

at
Small Arms Limited

wWRM-820




SMALL ARMS WAR WORK ADS

NEEDS
GIRLS

WAR WORK .
T0
TRAIN
A3
MACHINE
OPERATORS

13- ?H‘I YEARS
BIMGLE
BRITISH SUBJECTS

FINEST CONDITIONG

| EXCELLENT WAGES

WOMEN'S RIMBL!: FINGERS
Many more women may be :'med
ed i , & o reee

ori e:l.'.'pu i
munitions pla.u.ts are expecied o,
absorb this vear, thauzands aof them
!kulv will be wom: . 2@id @ aﬂl
cial H.h & departmen t I:mmILi

wpply, They will be o din
h 11 hiling, making f b

mlauarmsm adio fubes, elem
t lamlpacist nstrumetl..

| 83 Help Wanted, Female

GIRL OPERATORS
SINGLE

-E ooy ﬂu-u-m s
Canple Il:u n-r Trizininz

| SMALL HHMS LT
LONG BRANCH, (NT.

GIRLS

WOMEN
OPERATORS
18 AND OVER

Experienced Preferred
But Mot Essential

Anply In Person

aMALL ARMS LTD,
|nnge Branch, Ont

Iﬂlﬂ.i'lhl-i'l I'h.ﬂlH THEE

B T o

SMALL ARMS LTD.

MUNITIONS
OPPORTUNITY
WOMEN -

18 T0 45
BRITISH SUBJECTS

WANTED

STENOGRAPHERS

AND

h w2
TYPISTS WAL Wik work A
. an

GMiEE MAI\EF /

i .
E APPLY
H SURFACE

CYLINDRICAL

CUTTFR
GRINDERS

EXPERIENCED
TOOL RODM
MACHIE HANDS |

SMALL AHM LD |
L[}"lll _BRANCH, DNT
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Heritage Mississauga

“The Grange” Robinson-Adamson House
1921 Dundas Street W., Mississauga
005-828-8411
www.heritagemississauga.com



