
 

 

 

 

October 21, 2023 at 8:00 p.m. 
Hammerson Hall 

 
 

 

MATTHEW GOOD  

SOLO ACOUSTIC TOUR 

PERFORMANCE NOTES 
7:30 p.m.: Theatre doors open 
8:00 p.m.: Simon Connolly (Arrester), 30 minutes 
8:30 p.m.: Intermission, 30 minutes 
9:00 p.m.: Matthew Good, 90 minutes 
*times are approximate 

Please note: Mild fog/haze during performance. 

Photography and videography is permitted, 
however no flash or professional equipment. 

Merchandise will be available. 

Late arrivals will be seated upon arrival. 

Lobby bar will be open from 7:00 p.m. to 9:30 p.m. 

https://www.livingartscentre.ca/


Matthew Good is a multi-platinum selling Canadian recording artist, best known for his signature vocal 
style, guitar-driven melodies, and cinematic lyrics. 
 
He began his career as the frontman for the Matthew Good Band, one of the most successful Canadian 
alternative rock bands during the 1990s and early 2000s. 
 
Rock radio staples such as “Hello Timebomb,” “Everything Is Automatic,” “Indestructible,” “Apparitions,” 
and “Load Me Up” made the group a household name, selling out shows throughout Canada over seven 
years and four full-length album releases. Along the way, the group picked up Juno Awards for Best 
Group (2000) and Best Rock Album for Beautiful Midnight that same year. 
 
After disbanding in 2002, Good started writing and recording his first solo record, 2003’s Avalanche, 
which marked a creative departure from his earlier work but had no trouble finding an audience. Hailed 
as a masterful work of emotional and intellectual depth, the album struck a chord with critics and 
audiences alike and set Good’s solo career on a rapid, upward trajectory. 
 
Avalanche clocked in at just under 70 minutes long, making it clear he had plenty to say, and audiences 
were ready to listen. With long, complex melodies to get lost in and in-your-face protest rock, his solo 
work would prove to be the cure to the short and vapid pop songs of the early 2000s, almost 
prophesying the darker times to come. 
 
With his award-winning 2009 record Vancouver, Good countered the corporate patriotism of the 2010 
Vancouver Olympics by shining a light on those in the margins of the major Canadian city, seemingly 
swept under the rug to make way for parades and celebrations. Indeed, Good’s music has often given a 
voice to the under-represented. 
 
To date, Good’s body of work includes thirteen full-length studio albums, four EPs, two compilation LPs, 
and one live album. He has been nominated for 21 Juno Awards throughout his career, with solo wins for 
Rock Album of the Year for Vancouver and Video of the Year for 2003’s “Weapon”. He has also garnered 
eight Top 10 radio singles in Canada as a solo artist, including “Weapon,” “In A World Called 
Catastrophe,” “Alert Status Red,” “Born Losers” and “Last Parade.” 
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He has never been one to shy away from pushing musical boundaries. Through his music, Good’s defiant 
spirit anchors a vulnerable, unapologetic outlook on life while offering glimpses of hope and reminding us 
there is beauty in the world. Never one to bite his tongue, his hyper-awareness of the world around him, 
including political, socio-economic, and mental health issues, has earned him accolades for his thoughtful 
and deliberate approach. 
 
Good is also widely credited as having originated the phrase, “first world problems,” having included the 
ubiquitous words in his song “Omissions of the Omen.” The lyrics to the song, taken from the Matthew 
Good Band’s 1995 album Last of the Ghetto Astronauts, state, “Wait for me if I don't show up, take from 
me this hypocrite’s cup, somewhere around the world, someone would love to have my first world 
problems.” 
 
His most recent studio album, Moving Walls, was praised as his strongest solo effort, and a “haunting and 
cinematic piece of art.” One reviewer even opined that on Moving Walls, Good had moved “into the 
shoes left vacant by Leonard Cohen.” But despite the somewhat morose tone of the record, “Good’s 
vision embodies the immediacy of the ordinary, and a life discovered between the cracks,” another 
review concluded. “Ever the fantastic wordsmith, Good uses misty-eyed symbolism and how’d-he-get-
from-here-from-there metaphors to add oceans of depth to even the simplest acoustic songs. Simply 
put, he has a deep love of words and the crafting of a phrase.” 
 
As the world, politically and culturally, continues to spiral into seemingly darker and darker places, Good 
has been there in lockstep, to hold up a mirror to society’s adoration of violence, the hypocrisy of those 
in power, and the injustices everywhere that permeate his music. 
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Arrester is the project of singer/songwriter Simon Connolly, from Melbourne, 
Australia, now based in Canada. 
 
Arrester is an indie rock band from Toronto.  

SPECIAL GUEST - SIMON CONNOLLY 
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MATTHEW GOOD SOLO ACOUSTIC TOUR 

With special guest, SIMON CONNOLLY 

Learn more about Matthew Good by visiting his website: matthewgood.org 
Follow Matthew Good on Facebook: @MatthewGoodMusic 
 
Learn more about Simon Connolly (Arrester) by visiting the band’s website: 
linktr.ee/Arrester 
Follow Arrester on social media: @arrestermusic on Instagram and Facebook 

https://www.matthewgood.org/
https://www.facebook.com/matthewgoodmusic/
https://linktr.ee/Arrester
https://www.instagram.com/arrestermusic
https://www.facebook.com/arrestermusic


 

  

GIFT CERTIFICATES 
The perfect gift. Certificates are available in any denomination and can be redeemed for tickets to Living 
Arts Centre events. 

Call 905-306-6000 

 

THEATRE POLICIES 
Food & Beverages: 
Food and beverages are available prior to most shows and during intermission. Beverages, but not food, will 
be permitted inside the theatre. All beverages must be in a plastic cup/bottle. No outside food or beverages 
are permitted. 

Babes In Arms: 
Every person must have a ticket in order to be admitted to a performance. This policy applies to everyone, 
including children and infants. 

Latecomers: 
Will be seated at a suitable break in the performance. On-stage performances are shown on lobby monitors 
for the convenience of those waiting. 

Cameras, Recording & Communication Devices: 
Are prohibited inside the theatres for most shows. Professional equipment requires media approval. Cellular 
phones and electronic devices must be turned off.  

There may be filming, photography and/or recordings at most events. By entering and by your presence, 
you consent to be photographed, filmed, and/or otherwise recorded. Please contact the Box Office or an 
Usher if you do not wish to be photographed or recorded. 

Scent Advisory: 
Please be considerate of those in the audience who have allergies and refrain from wearing cologne and 
perfume. 

 

PATRON SERVICES 
Booster Seats: 
There are limited number of booster seats available for use and can be requested from an usher as you 
enter the theatre. Please note that these are in high demand during family shows, and are subject to 
availability. 

Assistive Devices: 
Hearing enhancement devices and wheelchairs are available. See Box Office or Usher staff. 

Service Animals: 
Service animals are welcome to enter the Living Arts Centre to accompany patrons with disabilities. 

 


